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The Prez Box - September 2026 

	 Sean Bass, President of 
the San Luis Obispo Club gave 
us an informative talk on our 
State Gem Stone, Benitoite at 
our August Meeting. Sean also 
displayed some of his Benitoite 
and Neptunite that he has 
found at the Benitoite Gem 
Mine in San Benito County.  The 
meeting was well attended, and 
we saw several new faces as 
Sally handed out about 15 

applications at our show.
Our Gem Show appears to have been a success, with many 
of the dealers reporting that they were happy with their 
sales, and all of our club activities reporting a profit.  Many 
thanks to all the folks who pulled together again to set-up 
and skirt tables and install display cases and then reverse 
the process when the show was over Sunday Afternoon.  
Thanks too our members who gave demonstrations during 
the show. 
We have our bi-monthly Highway Clean-up coming up on 
September 12 at the southeast corner of Highways 101/166 
East at 8:00 AM. Followed by treats at The Mayor’s Place in 
Nipomo. Hope we have another good turnout for that as we 
did in July.  
I did just get some bad news regarding our library.  We need 
to retrieve it from the Dune Center as soon as possible. I am 
working with Tara M. on that activity. 
Refreshments for September are: Pies, furnished by the 
Azevedos, Jeannie Lingerfelt, and Jan Ferguson. Our 
presentation for September will be Wes Lingerfelt with his 

Birthdays 

Macey Hardridge 
September 3 

Marshall Reeves 
September 6 

Dyana Cridelich 
September 16 

Peter Dettelis 
September 30 

Anniversaries 

Dee Dee and Aldo Magri 
September 16

Who’s Bringing 
Snacks? 

Jeannie Lingerfelt, Jan 
Ferguson, and the Azevedos are 
all bringing pie, pie, pie me oh 
my, on September 8th.  

Save the Date 
December 12 - OMS Annual 
Meeting from 11:30 to 3:30 pm 
At the Golden Corral. 
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September 2026 

September 1 at 7:00 pm -  
Board Meeting in Wes 
Lingerfelt’s Garden 

September 8 at 7:00 pm - 
General Meeting at the Oasis 
Senior Center.   

September 12 at 8:00 am 
Highway Clean-Up at SE corner 
of Highway 166 East and 101. 

Program: “Show Wrap-up” by 
Wes Lingerfelt 

Display: Treasures from the 
show or whatever you choose. 

September 19  - Field Trip - San 
Simeon 
Details to follow at the General 
Meeting.

October 2026 

October 5 at 7:00 pm -  Board 
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt’s 
Garden 

October 13 - 7:00 pm -  
General Meeting at the Oasis 
Senior Center 

October Field Trip - to be 
determined  

August Rainbow of Gems Show 

annual show wrap-up. Please remember to bring a display 
featuring show treasures or any cool rocks of your choosing. 
I was thinking that we might try to go through the mineral 
alphabet at each meeting starting this month with the letter A (as 
in Azurite).  We’ll see how that goes!  
Wishing a Happy Summer to all, and wishing you great 
rockhounding wherever you may go.     
          	 	 	 	 	 Wayne Mills, OMS President 

The Prez Box - cont’d 

Wes Lingerfelt will be giving an analysis of the show at the next 
meeting in September. It should be interesting as this was the 
biggest and best show ever done by the OMS.

      (Since inception in 1958, according to Wes!)
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Joe Goetz demonstrating lapidary techniques to 
produce a cabochon using a Slant Lap and a Flat 
Lap and the smallest Trim saw I have ever seen. 
Also using the smallest dopping sticks ever, too. 
Who says Lapidary workshops have to be huge?

More from our August Rainbow of Gems Show 

Jeannie Lingerfelt demonstrates wire wrapping as 
a technique for setting stones that does not 
require lost wax casting of gold or silver settings 
and does not require cabochons of any specific 
size or shape, versatile and beautiful from Jeannie

Some 
indoor 
dealers 
and 
below, 
Cary and 
Kathy 
Holst at 
the club’s 
hospitality 
booth.
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Still more from our August Rainbow of Gems Show ….

It is wonderful to see the attention of the youngsters riveted by the wonders of Nature and the 
teaching of our members and demonstrators.. The last pic on this page shows the new Silent Auction 
humming silently along, as the most profitable of the OMS run booths at this year’s gem show.  
(For more on that, come at the next meeting.) 
Thanks to Kathy Holst, David Lambert, and last but not least, Educator Tara Machin, as pictured by the 
Editor pro tempore of this great club’s Ore-Cutts newsletter., who may have to move away from the 
area sooner than expected. 
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September 18-20, 2026 – Reno, NV 
CFMS & Reno Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. 
Contact: (925) 785-4551, sabl@comcast.net 
Website: http://renogms.org 

September 19-20, 2026 – Monterey, CA 
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society 
Contact: (831) 679-2896, 
Website: http://cvgms.rocks 

September 19-20, 2026 – Chico, CA 
Feather River Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc. 
Contact: shows@featherriverrocks.org 
Website: http://www.featherriverrocks.org 

Sept 26-27, 2026 - San Luis Obispo, CA 
San Luis Obispo Gem and Mineral Club 
Contact: 2026show@slogem.org 
Alex Madonna Expo Center • 120 Madonna 
Rd, San Luis Obispo, CA 
Website: slogem.org 

For more information please visit: 
http://cfmsinc.org 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
October 3-4, 2026 – Anderson, CA 
Shasta Gem and Mineral Society 
Contact: sgmsrocksredding@gmail.com, 
(530) 722-7133 
Website: shastagemandmineral.org 

October 10-11, 2026 – Redwood City, CA 
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society 
Contact: (650) 575-3144, cci@pacbell.net 
Website: http://pggs.org 

October 11, 2026 – Fallbrook, CA 
Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society 
Contact: fallbrookgems@gmail.com 
fgms.org 

October 17, 2026 – West Hills, CA 
Woodland Hills Rock Chippers 
Contact: barnettcelia53@gmail.com 
Website: rockchippers.org

OMS Membership
Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member, 
$5 for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00. 

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org

Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2026 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated 
provided that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the 
individual author(s) must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa 
Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, or via club web site. (above) 

Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows 

http://oms-inc.org
mailto:info@oms-inc.org
http://cfmsinc.org
http://shastagemandmineral.org/
https://www.fgms.org/
http://www.rockchippers.org/
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.  
P.O. Box 106 
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

	 The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966. 
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in 
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who 
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888. 
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits 
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of 
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.  
	 OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth 
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other 
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and 
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth 
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and 
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth 
to guide the officers and members of the 
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations 
of the OMS include American Federation of 
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of 
Mineral Societies.  
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