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The Prez Box - September 2025 

Exciting News & Thanks! 
Hey Rock Club friends, 

As summer winds down, I wanted to 
send a quick note to thank everyone 
who’s pitched in lately! It’s been 
awesome seeing so many members 
step up to welcome new folks and 
help us grow. You’re all the reason 
this club keeps getting better. 

October Event—Let’s Connect! 
Big things are happening next month! We’ve invited 
members of the Oasis Senior Center, plus others from the 
community, to join us for a special presentation. Peter 
Dettelis has done a great job coordinating this. This is a 
great chance to show off our club, share our love of rocks 
and minerals, and share our positive contributions to the 
community. 

October Guest Speaker—Historian Jim Bray 
Mr. Jim Bray will share the local history of Orcutt Hill and talk 
about the new Santa Maria Airport Planes of Fame Museum. 

Why It Matters 
Getting to know our community and local heritage helps us 
spread the word about what we do—especially when it 
comes to social service and education. The more we reach 
out, the stronger our club becomes. Be ready to come early 
to the October meeting, if you can, we will need a lot more 
chairs and help. 

Thanks again for everything you do. Can’t wait to see you in 
October!  Sincerely, Joe Goetz, President.

Birthdays 

Macey Hardridge 
September 3 

Marshall Reeves 
September 6 

Dyana Cridelich 
September 16 

Peter Dettelis 
September 30 

Anniversaries 

Dee Dee and Aldo Magri 
September 16

Who is Bringing 
Snacks 

Jeannie Lingerfelt, Robyn 
Burgess, Laura Kelsheimer, and  
Jan Ferguson are scheduled to 
bring pie to the general 
meeting.

Save the Date 

December 13 - OMS Annual 
Meeting from 11:30 to 3:30 pm
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October 2025 

October 6 at 7:00 pm -  Board 
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt’s 
Garden 

Special Guest  - October 14 at 
7:00 pm - General Meeting at 
the Oasis Senior Center 

Presentation: Double feature 
presentation by historian, Jim 
Bray.  He will be giving a 
presentation about the history 
of Orcutt Hill as well as the new 
Santa Maria Airport Planes of 
Fame Air Museum. 
Display: Geology of flight - 
think fossils of flying animals or 
metal ores like bauxite, 
hematite, or galena. 

October 18 - Tentative Field 
Trip - TBD 

September 2025 

September 8 at 7:00 pm -  
Board Meeting in Wes 
Lingerfelt’s Garden 

September 9 at 7:00 pm - 
General Meeting at the Oasis 
Senior Center. 

Presentation: Gem Show Wrap 
Up by Wes Lingerfelt 
Displays: Show finds or your 
favorite rocks. 

September 13 at 8:00 am - 
Highway Clean Up at the 
southeast corner of Highway 
101 and 166 

September 20 - Tentative Field 
Trip - TBD 

Annual Show Pictures 
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	 The Annual Show was a big success.  These are the photos that Dave Machin took, but 
Margaret and her grandson were also out taking photos during the show.  More photos to follow 
as they become available.

Thank you for making this annual show 
so successful.  I cannot begin the thank 
each and every one of you.  Club 
members generously donated rocks to 
the kids booth and the treasure chest.  
Some donations were anonymous so 
you know who you are.  Folks 
generously gave up their weekends 
after working a full time job all week.  
Some folks showed up after surgeries, 
medical diagnoses, and caring for family 
members.  Some club members worked 
with sore backs, sore legs, and even 
broken legs.  Some members were 

pressed into service to provide first aid to 
our vendors.  The list goes on and on.  Please know that we are so grateful for all that you do, even 
if we don’t thank you at the time.  This event is truly a team effort.  As always, we want to always try 
to improve.  We really want your feedback.  If you want to remain anonymous, please use the 
survey monkey link below and let us know your thoughts.  Our vendors and guests only had good 
things to say about the show.  Thank you! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZRS5ND

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZRS5ND
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September 13-14, 2025 – Reno, NV 
Reno Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. 
Contact: (925) 785-4551, sabl@comcast.net 
Website: http://renogms.org 

September 20-21, 2025 – Pasadena, CA 
Pasadena Lapidary Society 
Contact: (626) 260-7239 
Website: https://pasadenalapidary.org/
pls-2025-show/ 

September 20-21, 2025 – Monterey, CA 
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society 
Contact: (831) 679-2896, 
johnandjamiesmama@yahoo.com 
Website: http://cvgms.rocks 

September 20-21, 2025 – Chico, CA 
Feather River Lapidary & Mineral Society, Inc. 
Contact: shows@featherriverrocks.org 
Vendors please contact: 
frlmsrocks2025@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.featherriverrocks.org 

September 27-28, 2025 – San Luis Obispo, 
CA 
San Luis Obispo Gem and Mineral Club 
Contact: 2025show@slogem.org 
Website:  https://slogem.org/gems-by-the-
sea/ 

October 4-5, 2025 – Anderson, CA 
Shasta Gem and Mineral Society 
Contact: (530) 356-2378, 
miller3987@gmail.com 
Website: http://shastagemandmineral.org 

October 4, 2025 – Lake Elsinore, CA 
Lake Elsinore Gem and Mineral Society 
Contact: (909) 208-6956, 
berylman50@aol.com 

October 4-5, 2025 – Grass Valley, CA 
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 
Contact:  (530) 273-0871, jan.2@att.net 
Website: https://www.ncgms.org 

October 11 – 12, 2025 – Redwood City,  CA 
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society 
Contact: (650) 575-3144, cci@pacbell.net 
Website: http://pggs.org 

October 11-12, 2025 – Signal Hill, CA 
Long Beach Mineral and Gem Society 
Contact: (562) 253-1390, 
lbmineralgemsociety@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.lbmineralgem.org 

October 18-19, 2025 –  Orange, CA 
American Opal Society 
Contact: (714) 501-9959, 
angeldragonofflight@yahoo.com 
Website: http://www.opalsociety.org 

October 18, 2025 – West Hills, CA 
Woodland Hills Rock Chippers 
Contact: barnettcelia53@gmail.com 

October 18-19, 2025 – Santa Rosa, CA 
Santa Rosa Mineral & Gem Society 
Contact: (707) 583-1824 
Website: http://www.srmgs.org/ 

October 18, 2025 – Anaheim, CA 
Searchers Gem and Mineral Society 
Contact: anaheimsearchers@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.searchersrocks.org 

October 25-26, 2025 – Sacramento, CA 
Sacramento Mineral Society 
Contact: (916) 682-5819, 
gemshow@sacramentomineralsociety.org 
Website: https://sacgemshow.com

Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows 
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OMS Membership
Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member, $5 
for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00. 

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org

Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2025 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated provided 
that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the individual author(s) 
must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, 
or via club web site at  

Displays from the August General Meeting 

Photos by Kathy Holst

http://oms-inc.org
mailto:info@oms-inc.org
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.  
P.O. Box 106 
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

	 The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966. 
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in 
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who 
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888. 
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits 
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of 
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.  
	 OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth 
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other 
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and 
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth 
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and 
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth 
to guide the officers and members of the 
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations 
of the OMS include American Federation of 
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of 
Mineral Societies.  
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