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The Prez Box - October 2026 

	 At our September meeting, 
Wes Lingerfelt gave his annual 
Show Wrap-up Program, noting 
that this was probably our most 
successful show ever. Most 
dealers were happy with their 
sales, and we had no major 
incidents. Wes thanked Renea S. 
specifically for all the hard work 
she put into the show (including 
arranging the dealers, food 
booths, erecting signs and day to 
day operations.)

We had our bi-monthly Highway Clean-up on September 12 at 
the southeast corner of Highways 101/166 East at 8:00 AM. 
Many thanks to the 7 folks who showed-up for that event: Wes 
and Marty L., Sally G., Joey N., Geary S. and Chris P. joined me 
for that effort. The highway was pretty dirty, but we got it 
looking good again.  
At our September meeting, we selected the nomination 
committee for our 2027 officers.  Michelle L. is our President 
Elect-Committee Chair, and Dave L. and Josiah F. will join her 
in seeking candidates for the Officer and Board positions for 
2027.  Please consider volunteering for a position to help us 
through the coming year.   
Our presentation for September will be given by our 
President-Elect Michelle, on her favorite mineral-Fluorite.  
Michelle has won the People’s Choice First Place Award at our 
last two gem shows. It should be a great program.
Refreshments for our October 13 General Meeting are: Cakes, 
and will be brought by the Azevedos, Joey N., and Sally Gee.
Please remember to bring a display featuring Fluorite, or any 
cool rocks of your choosing. 
Wishing a Happy Autumn to all, and wishing you great 
rockhounding wherever you may go. 

	 	 	 	 Wayne W. Mills, OMS President

Birthdays 

Don Nasholm 
October 26 

Margaret Hensen 
October 27 

Anniversaries 

Jeannie Beattie 
October 10

Who’s Bringing 
Snacks? 

Joey Nichols, Sally Griffith, and 
the Azevedos are bringing 
cake on October 13th.



Volume LX Number 10 October 29, 2026

2

October 2026 

October 5 at 7:00 pm -  Board 
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt’s 
Garden 

October 13 at 7:00 pm - 
General Meeting at the Oasis 
Senior Center.   
Presentation: Fluorites, 
presented by Michelle LeWinter   
Display: Fluorites, self collected 
rocks, or whatever you choose. 

October 18 - Field Trip to 
Jalama Beach - Details to follow 
at the general meeting 

November 2026 

November 2 at 7:00 pm -  
Board Meeting in Wes 
Lingerfelt’s Garden 

November 10 at 7:00 pm - 
General Meeting at the Oasis 
Senior Center.   
Presentation: Fossils of the John 
Day and Barstow Formations, 
presented by Tom Gastineau 
Display: Your favorite fossils, 
self collected rocks, or whatever 
you choose  

November 14 at 8:00am - 
Highway Clean Up at the 
southwest corner of Highway 
101 and 166. 

Displays from September’s meeting

Photos by Kathy Holst
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OMS Highway Clean Up - September 

By Wayne W. Mills, AAH Coordinator 
	 Today we had a pretty good turnout for our bi-monthly highway clean-up—seven of us 
showed-up on a relatively cool morning for the job. The highway was quite dirty for some reason 
and I filled one bag of trash and one of cans on my way up to the turnaround point.  Wes and Joey 
were just headed back toward their car when I hailed them as I had a mishap about 2/3 of my way 
there.  I fell downhill on a clump of weed stumps, and missed my eye by not very much. I was sent to 
Jeannie’s for clean-up (and boy did I need it).  Many thanks to Jeannie for the attention.  And many 
thanks to Wes and Marty L., Joey N. (who drove me to Jeannie’s), Sally G., Geary S., and Chris Pine 
who joined me for the highway clean-up.  
The clean-up took everyone about an hour and a half.  After our efforts, six of us met at the Mayor’s 
Place in Nipomo for snacks.  Some of the items we found on this clean-up included: a flattened 
rattlesnake, a “Squashmallow” stuffed toy (that Joey kept), a wire net, a pillow, a kid’s pail, and a 
couple of pieces of attractive rhyolite also found by Joey.  Wayne found a dollar bill. The incentive 
prize brought by Wes was a faceted crystal teddy Bear in a cool metal box, also won by Sally G.   
We wound up with about 8 bags of trash, and 2 bags of cans and (plastic) bottles. At The Mayor’s 
Place, the 6 participants present got $10 each toward their meal courtesy of OMS. I believe that a 
(mostly) good time was had by all. Again, many thanks to our OMS Highway Heroes. 
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The rockhounding ancestors who got us here: Knapping Part 1  

by Doug Bradley, OMS member 
Humanity has spent most of its existence in a stone-age ("lithic") economy, making stone 

tools, a process known as "knapping." But most of us have lost touch with the materials and methods 
our ancestors used. Moderns who knap stone materials for historic, aesthetic, and recreational reasons 
quickly learn that differences in materials dramatically affect outcome. Although some materials such 
as obsidian and chert yield sharp edges, they may lack sufficient toughness to serve as chisels, 
punches, and awls. Our ancestors were generally restricted to materials common to their own 
backyards, which led to widespread trade in knapping materials. One such example is the import of 
Coso obsidian from the Owens Valley to areas along the Central Coast of California where obsidian is 
not naturally found. Our local Monterey chert served as a fine, all-purpose material for local Chumash 
and Salinan tribes, but they favored obsidian for its cutting quality on knives and points. Thus, the 
demand for trade.
 When we moderns visit rock shows in search of minerals, we mistakenly assume that a similar 
supermarket economy was available to our ancestors. The truth is far more complicated and reveals 
just how savvy our ancestors needed to be when considering knapping materials, where to obtain 
them, and how much to 'pay' via trade. At least four factors in the choice and working of knapping 
materials loom large: availability, workability, toughness, and time investment.

	 Before getting to minerals used for knapping, 
we must acknowledge that the most ubiquitous 
materials during the lithic age for making projectile 
points and blades were bone, antler and horn. Bone 
offers a complex composite of minerals like 
carbonated hydroxyapatite combined with softer 
components. But bone and other animal-derived 
tooling materials quickly degrade in the environment; 
thus, we find fewer examples in the archaeological 
record. This presents a modern bias about stone 
tooling as the only tooling material. But experimental 
archaeologists quickly discover that bone, antler, and 
horn demand less energy and skill to fabricate, e.g., 
when making projectile points. We still find them in 
common use among the few remaining lithic peoples 
of today. Such materials are less prone to breakage 
and more forgiving of impacts than stone. Bone is 
workable with simple abrasion and shaving, requiring 
less time and skill as compared with stone materials. 
And although bone is inferior to stone for the making 

of knives and scrapers, it is the go-to material of choice for quickly making as many projectile 
points as possible. Bone, horn and antler were the 'plastic' materials of our lithic ancestors — 
cheaper, readily available, and easier to work than stone. 
 


Because of its wide availability, sharp 
fracturing and ease of workability, bone was 
one of the most commonly used materials 

for edged tools like projectile points. 

Bone, antler, and horn
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Knapping part 1 - (cont’d) 
Mineral-based knapping materials

As we turn to mineral-based knapping materials, the poster-child examples are obsidian, chert, and 
flint, but there are other superior minerals that are chemically similar, such as agate and jasper. 
Compared to bone, stone tools yield sharper edges and points capable of cutting through even the 
toughest hides and woods, and they too could often be repurposed and resharpened for reuse, albeit 
in ever-smaller sizes as chipping and breakage took its toll. Thus, we discover bird points in the 
archaeological record that are reworked from larger, broken, deer-sized points, perhaps when an 
arrow missed its mark or was mishandled. Other stone tools such as 
scrapers, axes, knives, choppers, and hammers also often show signs 
of rework and repurposing due to regular use. To obtain maximum 
control and ergonomics, they were expertly hafted with carefully 
selected materials like wood, antler, horn, and bone. 
 Our lithic ancestors had limited time to locate, work, and repair the 
stone tools they made. Time spent making a tool represented an 
investment of hours or days, not to mention the time required to 
obtain the best materials through travel and/or trade. This being said, 
what are the basic characteristics that define a superior knapping 
material? 
 In Part 2 of this series, we will explore four factors that weigh heavily on the choice of 
minerals used for knapping: availability, workability, toughness, and time investment. 

Homogeneous obsidian exhibits 
smooth, quasi-symmetric, 

conchoidal pressure flaking that 
makes knapping stone tools a 

more predictable venture. 

New OMS Org chart
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New OMS Org chart
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October 3 - 4, 2026 – Anderson, CA 
Shasta Gem and Mineral Society 
Contact: (530) 356-2378, 
miller3987@gmail.com 
Website: http://shastagemandmineral.org 

October 3 - 4, 2026 – Grass Valley, CA 
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 
Contact: (530) 885-4338 
Website: https://www.ncgms.org 

October 10 - 11, 2026 – Redwood City, CA 
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society 
Contact: (650) 575-3144, cci@pacbell.net 
Website: http://pggs.org 

October 11, 2026 – Fallbrook, CA 
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society 
Contact: fallbrookgems@gmail.com 
Website: fgms.org 
 
October 17, 2026 – West Hills, CA 
Woodland Hills Rock Chippers 
Contact: barnettcelia53@gmail.com 
Website: rockchippers.org 

For more information please visit: 

October 24 - 25, 2026 – Sacramento, CA 
Sacramento Mineral Society 
Contact: (916) 682-5819, 
gemshow@sacgemshow.com 
Website: https://sacgemshow.com 

November 7 - 8, 2026 – San Diego, CA 
San Diego Mineral & Gem Society 
Contact: (858) 945-4762, 
benton.luannz@gmail.com 
Website: https://www.sdmg.org 

November 7 - 8, 2026 – Ridgecrest, CA 
Indian Wells Gem and Mineral Society 
Website: https://iwgms.org 

November 14 - 15, 2026 – Concord, CA 
Contra Costa Mineral and Gem Society 
Contact: show@ccmgsclub.com 

November 21 - 22, 2026 – Lakeside, CA 
El Cajon Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
Contact: (619) 729-7904, 
palmer.taskerud@cox.net 
Website: http://www.ecvgms.org 

http://cfmsinc.org

OMS Membership
Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member, 
$5 for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00. 

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org

Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2026 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated 
provided that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the 
individual author(s) must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa 
Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, or via club web site at  

Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows 

http://oms-inc.org
mailto:info@oms-inc.org
mailto:fallbrookgems@gmail.com
http://fgms.org
http://www.ecvgms.org
http://cfmsinc.org
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.  
P.O. Box 106 
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

	 The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966. 
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in 
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who 
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888. 
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits 
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of 
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.  
	 OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth 
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other 
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and 
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth 
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and 
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth 
to guide the officers and members of the 
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations 
of the OMS include American Federation of 
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of 
Mineral Societies.  
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