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The Prez Box - November 2025 

What Rocks!? 
	 Well what rocks is a great club 
with so many people willing to step 
up and share the jobs. I am 
impressed, but we still need one 
more spot to fill, my job. The good 
news is that you will not be alone in 
this. Many board members have 
done the job before….(hate to say, 
once more?), but I am sure we will 

figure it out.  
	 In the meantime, I am looking forward to a place to 
put the club machines so we can follow our mission of 
sharing the skills of lapidary arts. I am confident that 
collaboration with another club will enable us to identify an 
effective solution.  I have a few machines in my garage and 
Robert is using his garage for the rest. At least, if you want to 
come visit, we are happy to help cut that rock. And even give 
it a polish!  
	 On November 8th we have highway clean up on the 
166.  On the same day we can join another club and visit the 
Ernst Quarries and look for shark teeth. I know it’s early and 
near Bakersfield, but shark teeth are just cool. Anyway, see 
below for more information about that trip.  
	 One more thing, Tara Machin has been doing an 
incredible job of writing the newsletter and I can’t thank her 
enough. However, in the next few months, we will need 
someone to take on that job responsibility as well.  You will 
have have plenty of help if you decide to volunteer. You are 
never alone in our great club.  
You rock!  
Joe Goetz , OMS President

Birthdays 

Amber Bernard 
November 2 

Joe Azevedo 
November 8 

John Von Achen 
November 14 

Wayne Mills 
November 21  

Dee Dee Magri 
November 21 

Brenna Ferguson 
November 27 

Anniversaries 

Robyn Burgess 
November 6 

Marshall Reeves 
November 18 

Margaret Henson 
November 19
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Who is Bringing 
Snacks? 

Debbie Hood, Wayne Mills, 
and Don Nasholm are all 
signed up to bring cookies to 
the next general meeting.

November 2025 

November 3 at 7:00 pm -  
Board Meeting in Wes 
Lingerfelt’s Garden 

CORRECTION November 8 at 
8:00 am - Highway Clean-Up at 
the SE corner of Highway 101 
and 166.  Breakfast to follow 

November 8 - Field Trip to 
Shark Tooth Hill.   Limited space 
so please contact Kim Noyes in 
the Red Book. 

November 11 at 7:00 pm - 
General Meeting at the Oasis 
Senior Center 

Presentation: Rock Hunting on 
the Moon by Tara Machin 
Display: Moon Rocks, 
Meteorites, and other 
extraterrestrial rocks 

December 2025 

December 8 at 7:00 pm -  
Board Meeting in Wes 
Lingerfelt’s Garden 

December 13 at 11:30 to 3:30 
pm - Annual Meeting at the 
Golden Corral in Santa Maria. 

December Field Trip TBD

October Displays 

Photos by Kathy Holst
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September Highway Clean-Up 

By Wayne W. Mills, AAH Coordinator 

	 On September 10th we had a great turnout for the Caltrans Annual Clean-up Event.  Ten of 
us showed-up on a pleasant Saturday morning to pick-up the trash deposited in the last 4 months.  
MANY thanks to: Wes and Marty Lingerfelt, Sally Griffith, Geary Sheffer, Michelle LeWinter, Steve 
and Lisa Siemsen, President, Joe Goetz, and Cary Holst who joined me for the effort.   
	 And what an effort it was!  After four months it was dirtier than I had seen it in the many 
years I have been doing this.  It took us almost 2 hours to complete the job and by the time we 
headed to the Mayor’s Place in Nipomo, I was really tired!  We found several unusual items during 
our clean-up, including: a medicine cabinet, Ford emblem, dead snake, cooking pot, knife, Weight 
Watcher’s Cook Book, hub cap and a pair of panties!  We wound up with about 15 bags of trash, 
and 2 bags of cans and (plastic) bottles. I emptied about 8 trucker bombs to add to our plastic 
bottle collection. I think only 2 passing motorists tooted their appreciation for our work, but that is 
always nice to hear. 
	 Afterwards, we met at The Mayor’s Place in Nipomo for treats.  All participants present got 
$10 each toward their meal courtesy of OMS.  Cary Holst (who was not present) was the winner of 
the (fake) Ruby on gold stand that Wes Lingerfelt brought as our incentive prize for the day’s 
efforts.  
	 Our next Highway Clean-up is scheduled for November 8.  Please join us. 

Interesting Internet 

This 'magical' dinosaur specimen emerged from the ground like a polished jewel - Read the article 
about a new dinosaur that was discovered - https://www.npr.org/2025/10/23/nx-s1-5581469/
domed-dinosaur-pachycephalosaur-fossil-discovery

https://www.npr.org/2025/10/23/nx-s1-5581469/domed-dinosaur-pachycephalosaur-fossil-discovery
https://www.npr.org/2025/10/23/nx-s1-5581469/domed-dinosaur-pachycephalosaur-fossil-discovery
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A Note About the November 8 Field Trip With the Santa Lucia 
Club - Sign Up ASAP! 

Dear OMS members,  
	 Our field trip to Shark Tooth Hill/Ernst Quarry east of Bakersfield for Saturday, November 
8th, 2025, fast approaches!  
	 Our club has basically shut down the fee-dig site for our own exclusive use that day as 
arranged by Santa Lucia Rockhound member Ted Gray.  
	 We need at least 25 paying attendees to make that happen. We had hit that number but 
some folks have had to back out for various reasons. Also, we can go over 30 people if the interest 
is there.  
	 For those of you who have done this before, you know how fun this is and the cost is 
nothing compared to going to a fee dig site like the benitoite mine tailings site outside Coalinga. 
All tools & equipment are provided for you and valley heat will NOT be a problem in November.  
	 For those of you unfamiliar with this locality and activity, this is a place where you may find a 
megalodon tooth! Please visit their website here:  
http://www.sharktoothhillproperty.com/ and this website here: https://www.fossilguy.com/sites/
sharktooth-hill/index.htm 
	 I always find some shark teeth along with other things like marine mammal ear bones, 
sometimes whale vertebra, and other interesting things. Best of all, you can do it next to fellow 
club-members and learn how to find the best spots and the best ways to locate teeth and other 
fossils from those who know more than you.  

Kim Noyes (Contact Info in the Red Book) 
Field Trip Coordinator 

Visit the Largest Rock and Mineral Collection in Ohio 

By Tara Machin 

	 In late May of 2025, I travelled to a small town of about 11,000 people in eastern Ohio.  
Sitting about an hour and 45 minutes northwest of Columbus, Ohio is the town of Celina.  If you 
look up Celina on Wikipedia the most you will learn about the town’s history is that it was 
established in 1834.  However, the town holds a most amazing secret.  It houses the largest rock 
and mineral collection in Ohio.  There are over 900 specimens in the collection and many of them 
are on display in the local library.  Come one and all because the display is also free of charge. 
	 Local residents, Ron and Ruth Langsdon, decided to donate their extensive collection to 
the local library in 2006.  They wanted everyone to share in their love of geology.  In 2017 alone, 
the samples were shared with over 12,000 students from Ohio and Indiana.  That means that Ron 
and Ruth share their collection with more people each year than live in the city that hosts their 
collection.	  

Continued on page 5

http://www.sharktoothhillproperty.com/
https://www.fossilguy.com/sites/sharktooth-hill/index.htm
https://www.fossilguy.com/sites/sharktooth-hill/index.htm
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	 Inside the museum there are handmade specimen cases for the collection and all of the 
rocks and minerals are tagged with a number so that you can cross reference information from a 
website dedicated to the collection.  They have rigged up an ingenious lighting system to protect 
the rocks and save electricity.  You push a button on the wall and then you have about 10 minutes 
to admire the collection before the lights automatically turn off.  Admittedly I got a lot of steps in 
going back and forth to push the button to continue my appreciation of the collection.  There are 
rocks and minerals from all over the world on display.  If you love to road trip, please stop by. 

Continued from page 4

Visit: http://
www.langsdonminerals.org/

http://www.langsdonminerals.org/
http://www.langsdonminerals.org/
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November 1-2, 2025 – San Diego, CA 
San Diego Mineral & Gem Society 
Contact:  (858) 945-4762, 
benton.luannz@gmail.com 
Website: https://www.sdmg.org 

November 1-2, 2025 – Ridgecrest, CA 
Indian Wells Gem and Mineral Society 
Website: iwgms.org 

November 8-9, 2025 – Concord, CA 
Contra Costa Mineral and Gem Society 
Website: ccmgsclub.com 

November 22-23, 2025 – Lakeside, CA 
El Cajon Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
Contact: (619) 729-7904, 
palmer.taskerud@cox.net 
Website: http://www.ecvgms.org 

There are no local shows listed for December 
or January.  Please check back in February for 
2026 Shows near you.  

For more information please visit: 
http://cfmsinc.org

Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows 

A Special Thank You For Teaching Donations 

	 As you know, some of our Orcutt Mineral Society members also teach and volunteer at the 
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center where they present lessons about geology and other natural 
sciences.  It can sometimes be difficult to find rock specimens to share with the students, but 
recently the Dunes Center received help from Don Moore and Ralph Bishop.  Don is a regular 
vendor at our annual show and Ralph is a longtime OMS member.  Both of them helped to secure 
rocks to be used for many lessons to continue bringing the joy of geology to students.

Travel Destination - City of Rocks State Park in Faywood, 
New Mexico

mailto:benton.luannz@gmail.com
https://www.sdmg.org
http://iwgms.org
http://ccmgsclub.com
mailto:palmer.taskerud@cox.net
http://www.apple.com
http://cfmsinc.org
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OMS Membership
Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member, $5 
for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00. 

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org

Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2025 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated provided 
that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the individual author(s) 
must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, 
or via club web site at  

Marcus Daly and the Anaconda Copper Mines 

By Tara Machin 

	 Marcus Daly (1841–1900) was a pivotal figure in the American mining industry and was 
known as one of Montana’s “Copper Kings.” He was born in Ireland and immigrated to the United 
States at age 15.  He started his mining career in California and Nevada, but in 1876 he moved to 
Butte, Montana to work as a mining superintendent. Recognizing the area’s potential wealth, 
Marcus Daly acquired the Anaconda Silver Mine in 1881. Once copper was discovered in the 
mines, he shifted the mine’s focus to copper extraction.  The mining operations were then 
established under the Anaconda Copper Mining Company with financial backing from George 
Hearst (William Randolph Hearst’s Grandfather) and others. 
	 Daly’s investments included constructing a smelter in Anaconda, Montana, and establishing 
a Railway to transport the ore. His operations transformed Butte, Montana into “The Richest Hill on 
Earth,” and by 1895, the Anaconda Company was the world’s largest copper producer.   In 1899, 
Daly sold his company to the Amalgamated Copper Mining Company for $39 million ($1.48 billion 
today). 
	 Marcus Daly was married 
to Margaret Daly, and they had 
three children. He was deeply 
involved in Montana politics, 
supporting Democratic 
candidates, and helped shape 
Butte and Anaconda’s early 
development until his death in 
1900. 
	 The mine that Marcus Daly 
established in Montana continued 
to operate another 82 years after 
his death and closed in 1982. 

http://oms-inc.org
mailto:info@oms-inc.org
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.  
P.O. Box 106 
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

	 The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966. 
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in 
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who 
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888. 
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits 
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of 
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.  
	 OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth 
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other 
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and 
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth 
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and 
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth 
to guide the officers and members of the 
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations 
of the OMS include American Federation of 
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of 
Mineral Societies.  
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