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Birthdays

Sally Griffith
May 12th

Laura Kelsheimer
May 12th

Joe Garcia
May 15th

Allison Williams
May 18th

Lisa Azevado
May 19th

Anniversaries

Wes & Jeannie Lingerfelt
May 20th

Who’s Bringing
Snacks?

Jeannie Lingerfelt, Jan
Ferguson, and the Azevedos
are all bringing pie, pie, pie
me oh my, on May 12th.

P I

April 27,2026

Ore-Cutts

The Prez Box - May 2026

Our April meeting had
good energy and many of our
members along with at least
three guests. ,Our Treasurer
Dave was not present, as he is
in Malaysia on business! Our
Red Book is printed, and will
hopefully be distributed at our
May Meeting. Our June Picnic
at Rotary Park in Santa Maria is
set for June 13.

Our next Highway Clean-
up is part of Caltrans
Annual Coastal Clean-up
Program. Ours is Saturday,
May 9 at the southeast corner of Highways 101/166 East
at 8:00 AM.

Kathy Holst will introduce our 2026 Scholarship winner
at our May meeting. The recipient will give a short
presentation on her future educational plans. The OMS
Board approved a new Standing Rule regarding
scholarships: “The Scholarship shall be $300 plus 10%
of our show net profit, or $1500, whichever amount is
greater”.

| took our library from our locker to the Guadalupe Dune
enter on April 8. You can request a book from Joey, or
pick it up at the Dune Center. Our Library List is on our
web site at (https://oms-inc.org/library .html).

Many thanks to; The Azevedos, Robyn and Laura
Burgess who brought Cookies for our April Treats. Lisa
Azevedo is having Surgery, and her husband Joe will
need help with the May Treats.

Renea had some nice gifts for our opportunity table, and
even had a couple for me!! Her 20 prizes made several
other folks happy as well.
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May 4 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt's
Garden

May 9 at 8:00 am Highway
Clean-Up at SE corner of
Highway 166 East and 101.
May 12 at 7:00 pm - General
Meeting at the Oasis Senior
Center.

Program: Jade, by Karl
Display: Jade or whatever you
choose.

May 16 - Field Trip to San
Simeon - Details to follow at
the General Meeting.

June 2026

June 1 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt's
Garden

No General Meeting in June
June 13 - Potluck at Rotary Park
2637 S. College Dr.

Santa Maria, CA 93455

Bring: Rocks for the auction, a
side dish or dessert to share,
drinks, and your own place
settings, table cloth and cutlery.
June Field Trip will be to the
Potluck and BBQ on June
13th.

LAPIDARY ARTS

The Prez Box - cont’d

Joe Goetz presented a program on Lapidary Arts and
equipment used to create them. We had many nice displays
showing off many of the Lapidary Arts, including: beading,
cabochons, carving, faceting, egg and sphere making,
faceting and tumbling (among others), (Lapidary Arts are
defined as the shaping and polishing of rocks and minerals
into things of beauty) | would also add plain old “Rock Arts”
which can include Suiseki (viewing stones), Japanese rock
gardens (raked sand and carefully placed rocks), and cairn
building (rock stacking) as worthy alternates.

Also, Please remember to put some rock-related gifts aside
for our annual picnic, and our Treasure Chest booth at our
July 31-August 2 Gem Show at Nipomo High School.

Lastly, The date that we need to move our (40’ x 9'’x9’)
Seatrain off the Von Achen property is fast approaching
(June 1). If someone has a spot in Nipomo where we can
store it until Renea’s estate is settled, THAT would be
awesome! The Von Achen’s have given us that space with
minimal compensation for about the last 10 years.

Wavne Mills, OMS President

April Meeting Displays: Lapidary Arts

Just a few of the great
displays by our very talented
members: top right by Jim
Curriden; below by Jeannie
Lingerfelt; lower left by
Wayne Mills; lower right by
Allison Williams.
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Trip to the San Diego Mineral & Gem Society in Balboa Park

By Tara D Machin

In April | took a trip to San Diego for a 5 day cruise. Since | grew up in San Diego | took the
opportunity to visit old haunts of mine. In my former life, | worked in Balboa Park at the Old Globe
Theater doing dye and paint work. So we took a trip to the park to see how everything has changed.
Most everything was exactly as | remember it including a little art section called Spanish Village. The
village is also home to the San Diego Mineral and Gem Society so | had to stop in to see all the
beautiful jewelry for sale that is hand made by the members. There are also some award winning
displays that date back to the Victorian Era.

The society was established in 1934 and moved into the
Spanish Village in 1935. Most of their collection has been
donated over the years. They have display cabinets around the
room with various specimens. There is a charming button that
you have to push and hold for 10 seconds (instructions hand
written) in order to turn the lights on in one of the cabinets.
There was a specimen that looked like a baked potato wrapped
in aluminum foil. It was a specimen of Trilithionite from
Mozambique. The baked potato sat right next to the largest
specimen of Topaz that | have ever seen. It was probably 10
inches across and 5 inches high.

In the next cabinet was a display about diamond cutting.
It was very hard to get a picture since they were all
covered in glass domes. There was an uncut raw
diamond at the start and then about 6 steps on how to
cut a diamond. It was very interesting.

Next was a Victorian diorama. Various rocks, minerals,
and fossils were arranged into a little display encased
behind glass with a rather elaborate frame. I’m not sure if
it was supposed to be hung on wall or just propped on a
table. It was so lovingly made and was the oldest display
in the museum.

There was a display of agate balls. All were lit with
special lighting so that you could see the constellation
of colors and sizes. They were very hard to
photograph, but mesmerizing.

The last few displays were of fossils, UV glowing rocks,
and some serpentine rock carvings in the shape of a
farm. The prize fossil was a fossilized skull from a
Bowhead Whale from the Pliocene Epoch.

If you are traveling
to San Diego,
please stop by and
see this gem of a museum. It is small but mighty and the jewelry
for sale is quite nice.

-<(+)>-




Volume LX Number 5 April 27,2026

Orcutt Mineral Society 2026 Scholarship Recipient

By Kathy Holst, OMS-INC Scholarship Committee Chair.

Congratulations to Jazmin Ramirez Sixto, the Orcutt Mineral Society’s 2026 scholarship
recipient!

Jazmin is currently a second-year student at Allan Hancock College, where she is
pursuing her passion for geology. Raised in Santa Maria, she enjoys spending her free
time outdoors—especially hiking, exploring new places, and visiting the beach. While she
describes herself as someone who can be quiet at times, her curiosity and love for
discovery shine through in her academic journey.

Her interest in geology was sparked during a transformative 12-day field course in the
summer of 2025, where she explored the Colorado Plateau. This immersive experience
introduced her to the geological, ecological, and cultural history of the American
Southwest. Jazmin recalls being deeply inspired by the breathtaking landscapes, many of
which left her speechless.

One of her most memorable experiences was hiking through the Waterpocket Fold at
Capitol Reef National Park. Despite the challenging trek, she found the vividly colored
layers of sedimentary rock to be incredibly rewarding and unforgettable.

Looking ahead, Jazmin plans to transfer to a four-year university, with a strong interest in
attending San Diego State University. She hopes to continue her studies in geology with a
focus on volcanology. Her enthusiasm for earth sciences is also reflected in her growing
rock collection, which includes basalt, obsidian, rhyolite, and tuff. While she hasn’t
chosen a favorite rock just yet, she proudly names olivine as her favorite mineral.

We are proud to support Jazmin as she continues her educational journey and look
forward to seeing all she will accomplish in the field of geology.

Santa Lucia Rockhounds present Treasures of the Earth

OMS member and field trip chair David Lambert made the trip to Atascadero Saturday to visit
our sister club’s show, which was our designated field trip for April, and brought back pictures.

Our own president Wayne Mills, also a member of the Santa Lucia club, played a role there this
weekend as the renowned “Rock Doc.”
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Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows

June 20, 2026 - Bellflower, CA
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society
14515 Blaine Ave, Bellflower, CA
Hours: 9 am - 4 pm

Rock & Gem Parking Lot Sale
Contact: guynellallen@sbcglobal.net,
(310) 413-4671

https://
delversgemclub.wordpress.com

July 31, August 1-2, 2026 - Nipomo
Orcutt Mineral Society

Hours: Fri & Sat, 10 am to 5 pm; Sun,
10 amto 4 pm

Contact:
nipomocowgirl55@yahoo.com /
805-929-2783

The shows above are the only ons listed by
CFMS during the period

May-July

For more information please visit:
http://cfmsinc.org

Editor's Note:

Given the dearth of Gem shows during
this period, | want to refer to a book |
won in last year's Treasure Chest raffle:
GEM & MINERAL GUIDES TO THE USA,
Were & How to Dig, Pan, and Mine Your
Own Gems & Minerals, by Kathy J Rygle
and Stephen F Pedersen. (SW edition)

This book may give readers an
alternative source of Geology related
activities that individuals may enjoy,
guided by industry ‘professionals’
between the extremes of difficulty: the
ease (?) of attending a curated show, or
the difficulty of trying find and get to
remote collecting areas w/o supervision.

In the absence of shows at which to see
and purchase specimens and cutting
material, independent of club guided
field trips, this may be worth a look. ($$)

OMS Membership

Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member,
$5 for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00.

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org
Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2026 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated
provided that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the
individual author(s) must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa

Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, or via club web site at
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O.Box 106
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966.
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888.
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.

OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth
to guide the officers and members of the
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations
of the OMS include American Federation of
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of
Mineral Societies.
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