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Birthdays

Nancy Knapp
March 2nd

Tony Roehl
March 4th

Jeannie Lingerfelt
March 7th

Joe Goetz
March 27th

Anniversaries

Doug Bradley & Lynn Maxwell
March 20th

Kathy & Cary Holst
March 23rd

Who’s Bringing
Snacks?

March treats (cake) will be
furnished by: The Azevedos,
Josiah Frias, and Sally Griffith

P I

February 27,2026

A
Ore-Cutts

The Prez Box - March 2026

Our February meeting
was fun! We had about 22
members and 3 guests. We
saw some great exhibits, and
heard four of our members talk
about (and show) some of their
favorite self-collected rocks,
Many thanks to Joe Goetz, Joey
Nichols, and Wes Lingerfelt
who joined me in making the
presentations. “Interactive
programs” were high on the
program questionnaire that Michelle passed around at the
January meeting, and the idea seemed to work. In fact, we
will try it again at our March meeting, with the theme being
“California and local self-collected rocks”. Members are
asked to bring in collections of these kinds of rocks to
display, and to talk about one or two of their favorites as part
of the program. | wonder if we will see some more
Benitoite--our State Gemstone?

Our Bi-monthly (odd months) Highway Clean-up is
scheduled for Saturday, March 14 at 8:00 a.m. at the
southeast corner of Highways 101/166 East. Treats and
drawing for a participation prize will follow at the Mayor’s
Place in Nipomo.

Please remember that to be included in our Red Book,
your dues need to be paid by the end of our March
meeting. Happy hunting!

Wayne W. Mills, OMS President
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March 2026

March 2 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt's
Garden

March 10 at 7:00 pm - General
Meeting at the Oasis Senior
Center.

Presentation and Display:

Self Collected Rocks from the
Local Area

Membership dues are to be
paid by this deadline for
2026.

March 14 at 8:00am - Highway
Clean Up at the southwest

corner of Highway 101 and
166.

April 2026

April 6 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt's
Garden

April 11 at 8:00am - No
Highway Clean-up on even
months.

April 14 at 7:00 pm - General
Meeting at the Oasis Senior
Center.

Presentation: TBD

Display: TBD

April Field Trip - TBD

February meeting’s Displays & Sharing

Presented By Wes Lingerfelt

This piece of Petrified Wood was collected in 1998 from Toe
Jam Creek in Northeastern Nevada. | was on a field trip with
Ralp Bishop to locate and collect this treasured petrified
wood. We had asked the Bakersfield club about the site and
was told “Oh, you won’t find anything there because we dug
it all out”. When we arrived at the site it surely looked like
that might be the case as it looked like a wartime bombing
range with holes everywhere. Ralph noticed a tributary

running up a hill. He said, “Wait here while | make a little
scouting run up there”. After a few minutes he came back
and told me to park the truck on a little knob at the mouth
of the tributary. “We will put up an umbrella right here
beside the truck”, he said. | could not see anything at all that
looked like wood anywhere around that site. | took out my
shovel and started digging where he told me. On the third
stroke into the ground | heard a “Clink”, Low and behold
under the ground was a 30 foot log just waiting for us to dig
it up. | was totally blown away by that discovery; How did he
know it was there?

| have since learned how he did it. It is called looking for
sign and tracing it back. He is the expert at doing that.

Tuscarora Petrified Wood — Giant Sequoia
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February meeting’s Displays & Sharing (cont’d)

The world famous Stone Canyon site is located a little ways beyond Parkfield, CA, on a private
ranch called the Bear Valley Ranch. The caretaker there is a reserve Deputy Sheriff and he
told Ralph Bishop and myself that on average he took 90 trespassers to jail every year. This
occurred while we were helping him weigh out the finds of the year 2000 CFMS field trip to
the ranch. There has never been another field trip to the site. Wes Lingerfelt

< Stone Canyon Sphere, Stone Canyon CFMS FIELD TRIP 2000

Presented by Joe Goetz

Edwards.

Neptunite crystals.

: Please note: Both

: Joey Nichols and

: Wayne Mills also

: shared favorite finds

: at the February :
: meeting, and we look :
: forward to being able :
: to include their :
: photos and their

: stories in the future.

Three of my favorite rock hounding sites: Clear Creek, the Benitoite mine and North

Clear Creek is in the coast range in about three hours from Santa Maria. It has Jade,
plasma agate, and a few other special rocks. It can get hot there so best not to go in
mid summer. Nearby is the Benitoite mine, California California’s state gem, and
highly valued! You do have to pay, but you usually at least get some very nice

And last but not least, North Edwards has some very nice banded travertine, a.k.a.
rainbow Onyx. It’'s another nice place to go when it’s not mid summer.

Benitoite “Rainbow Onyx”
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Book Review

Whispers of Rocks by Dr. Anjana Khatwa
Article by Wayne Mills

At our January meeting, | asked if anyone had read this book. No takers, so | bought
it, and have been enjoying it for the past month. It is an almost poetic view of how
different cultures express their closeness with the land around them. | thought the
following passage (page 60) was quite moving.

“Part of opening ourselves to the whispers of rock and learning from their stories
begins with a touch. Not only will this simple act of placing your hands on a rock
ground you in the moment (vital in this hectic world), but you will be enacting an
ancient custom that millions before you have sought solace in. Rock is representative
of time that has passed, but also of what is to come. It represents the infinite—a
Mother Earth who oversees an endless cycle of creation and destruction. And yet she
ensures that the rock has a sense of permanence in the landscape, grounding us in
our time despite its vast history.”

Field Trip Finds from San Simeon Creek in Pedotti Ranch

By Tom Gastineau

On my way to work as Pianist at the Monterey Plaza Hotel last August 23, | joined up
with a field trip under the leadership of Kim Noyes and the Santa Lucia Rockhounds,
by taking a detour through Cambria before continuing north on 101.

It was such a relief to be out under the clear blue sky communing with nature and
examining potential cutting material and the local botanical wonders, after long hours
volunteering as Treasurer & helping at our Gem Show with setup & clean up.These
are a few chunks of Jasper, Jasp-agate, and/or Chert found that day.

Hardness for all three is in the silica range of 7(+ or - 0.5) so they will probably take a
good and lasting polish, if | ever have the time to cut them with one of our saws.
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Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows

March 7-8, 2026 - Ventura, CA

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society

Contact: (805) 312-8467, info@vgms.org
Website: http://www.vgms.org

March 13-15, 2026 - Apple Valley, CA
Victor Valley Gem and Mineral Club
Contact: (760) 490-8401

Website: http://vvgmc.org

March 15, 2026 - Fallbrook, CA
Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society
Contact: (760) 728-1130, info@fgms.org
Website: http://www.fgms.org

March 28-29, 2026 - Lancaster, CA
Antelope Valley Gem and Mineral Club
Contact: marylandoriole@gmail.com
Website: http://AVGem.weebly.com

March 28-29, 2026 - Lemoore, CA
Lemoore Gem and Mineral Club
Contact:
lemooregemandmineralclub@gmail.com

Website: https://www.facebook.com/
AndlLemoore/

March 28-29, 2026 - Angels Camp, CA
Calaveras Gem and Mineral Society

Contact:
calaverasgemandmineralsociety@gmail.com
Website: https://calaverasgemandmineral.net

April 11-12, 2026 — Mariposa, CA
Mariposa Gem and Mineral Club
Contact: mgmc@sti.net

Website: http://mariposagemclub.org

April 11-12, 2026 - Placerville, CA

El Dorado County Mineral and Gem Society
Contact: (5630) 676-2472, office@edcmgs.org
Website: http://edcmgs.org

April 18-19, 2026 — Thousand Oaks, CA
Conejo Gem and Mineral Club
Website: www.CGAMC.org

April 25-26, 2026 — Atascadero, CA
Santa Lucia Rockhounds

Contact: slrockhounds@gmail.com
Website: http://www.slrockhounds.org/

For more information please visit:
http://cfmsinc.org

OMS Membership

Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member,
$5 for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00.

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org
Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2026 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated
provided that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the
individual author(s) must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa
Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, or via club web site at oms-inc.org.
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O.Box 106
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966.
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888.
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.

OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth
to guide the officers and members of the
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations
of the OMS include American Federation of
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of
Mineral Societies.
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