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Birthdays

Ralph Bishop
June 2

Joey Nichols
June 4

Geary Sheffer
June 9

Steve Siemsen
June 12

Robert Pottebaum
June 19

Anniversaries

Bill and Debbie Hood
June 7

Nancy Knapp
June 22

Joe Goetz
June 26

Jan and Stan Ferguson
June 27
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The Prez Box - June 2025

Greetings,

| enjoyed the field trip for May. |
always find something in Jamala. This
time | also invited friends from my art
group. Vickie and her husband Gil
said they really appreciated being
with the “experts”. If you have been to
Lompoc and seen the murals, Vickie
Anderson painted some of them.
Thank you, David Lambert, for doing a
great job organizing and don’t worry about a bit of
confusion at Home Depot (for the record, | always get lost
there).

| am planning to do some of the publicity work for the
club myself but still would like to see someone volunteer
year-round. It will only help, and it will make a great club
grow. We really need advertising for our club and the more
people to help the better!

On another note, | am slowly dissolving away the host
rock from some Benitoite (that | accidentally nicked when
getting it to fit in the acid bath). | will share it soon...it is
starting to appear as a cluster. Exciting to finally have a piece
big enough to see. In case you didn’t know, Benitoite is the
California State Gem and Serpentine is the California State
rock. How about a presentation on those two?

| really hope to see everyone at the Bar-b-que on
June 14 from 11:00 - 3:00. Bring your rocks for auction!

Joe Goetz
OMS President
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June 2025

June 2 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt's
Garden

No General Meeting in June

June 14 from 11 am to 3 pm -
Potluck at Rotary Park

2637 S. College Dr.

Santa Maria, CA 93455

Bring: Rocks for the auction, a
side dish or dessert to share,
drinks, and your own place
settings, table cloth and cutlery.

June Field Trip will be to the
Potluck and BBQ on June 14th.

July 2025

June 6 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt’s
Garden

July 11 at 8:00 am - Highway
Clean-Up. Meet at the south
east corner of Highway 101 and
166E. Breakfast to follow. Hard
hats, vests, and other
equipment will be provided

July 14 at 7:00 pm - General
Meeting at the Oasis Senior
Center in Orcutt.
Presentation: Lassen Volcano
Nation Park by Dave Machin
Displays: Anything that came
from a volcano.

July 18 - Field Trip TBD

Summer BBQ Information

REMINDER

May Highway Clean-Up

By Wayne W. Mills, AAH Coordinator

We had a great turnout for Caltrans May Clean-up
Event. Eleven of us showed-up on a pleasant Saturday
morning to pick-up the trash deposited on the road over the
last 2 months. MANY thanks to: Wes and Marty Lingerfelt,
Sally Griffith, Geary Sheffer, Steve and Lisa Siemsen, Geary
Sheffer, Tom Gastineau, Joe Garcia (and Tom's dog Toto), as
well as new member, Wes Wilson, who joined me for the
effort. The work went relatively smoothly, and after about an
hour, | was ready to head to the Mayor’s Place in Nipomo to
save a table for the rest of the group. We found several
unusual items during our clean-up, including an RV heater that
had been left at our staging area. Other items included a
dead snake, a dead dog, a camo ball cap, a (approximately) 3’
x 4', a cloth RIGID sign, a syringe, and about 5 trucker bombs.
We wound up with about 8 bags of trash, and 2 bags of
recyclable bottles and cans. Several passing motorists tooted
their appreciation for our work, and that is always nice to hear.

Afterwards, we met at The Mayor's Place in Nipomo for
treats. All participants present got $10 each toward their meal
courtesy of OMS. Joe Azevedo was the winner of the blue
agate slab and stand that Wes Lingerfelt brought as our
incentive prize for the day’s efforts. Great Job Everyone!

Photos on Page 3
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Displays from the May General Meeting
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OMS Scholarship Award Winner

By Kathy Holst

The Orcutt Mineral Society
presented a check for $1500 to Lilliane
Jacob's, our 2025 scholarship recipient,
on May 13th at our monthly meeting.
Her parents were also in attendance.
Her professor, Dr. Ferdie Schroeder
stated, “l think Lilliane would be a
wonderful candidate, she is one of the
most enthusiastic geology students. Her
passion for geology is incredible and
reminds me of myself as a young
student. She takes every opportunity
she can to participate in field trips and
field courses. She's a regular participant
in her field courses and is always asking
great questions. She loves minerals and
rocks.”

Lilliane is currently a student at both Allan Hancock College and Santa Barbara City College.
She is also a tutor with both the Academic Resource Center and MESA/STEM of AHC. Her current
major is in Physics and she is planning to transfer to UC Santa Barbara in the Fall 2026. UC Santa
Barbara is her dream university because it is close to her hometown of Lompoc, it is a school
renowned for its earth sciences classes, and she
hopes to continue the same experiences she
had at SB City College. The upper level of
education she will will receive will mainly be
field courses and hands-on research work that
UCSB is known for.

She has attended field courses in
exciting areas such as SBCC: Death Valley,
Death Valley Mineralogy & Petrology, Western
Sierras, Colorado Plateau and AHC. (The
Western Sierras, Colorado Plateau trip is
upcoming June 2-14)

Some of her favorite places she has
visited have been the Funeral Mountains
(containing Silurian, Devonian, and
Mississippian fossils for us to identify) , the Halfpipe of the Gods (not its official name, but it is an
enormous U-shaped valley with a fault catty-corner to it), Redrock Amphitheatre (not its official

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5

name either, but it is a vertical section of exposed sedimentary rock showing the history of a
lakebed), Monarch Canyon (she climbed up the rocks and found a staurolite which Prof. Dinklage
said was quite rare!), and of course the Death Valley floor itself on which she has camped. The team
was allowed a tour of the abandoned Darwin Silver mines by the owner Jack Stone.

She has chosen Physics as her primary major because of its applicability in the job and
research market, with the goal being that she will be using it in an area such as mining engineering/
safety or seismology/earthquake safety. While she is mostly immersed in chemistry as an
embedded tutor for Professor Schultz's general chemistry courses at AHC, she feels that the mostly
mathematics pathway required for the Physics degree. In the future, she would like to apply her
education to human and environmental safety.

She is also a Red Cross volunteer. She plans on interning with the SCEC (Statewide
California Earthquake Center) or with the Jack Stone Silver Mines in the next two years.

Congratulations to Lilliane and her continued goals and education.

Fossil Hunting in Richmond, Indiana

By Tara Machin

As rock-hounders we are always looking for places
to find treasures. We want to mine gems, pick up rare
specimens, and take home as many rocks as we can carry.
Much of the public lands are now prohibiting collection of
minerals, rocks and fossils and are even requiring
expensive permits. However, there are still places where
rocks and fossils are a plenty and where you are
encouraged to hunt and haul away your finds. One of
those places is Richmond, IN.

Richmond, IN is known locally for its RV sales. Tom
Raper RV commercials were a fixture on Indiana TV
stations for almost 40 years. After his death, Tom Raper
RV was sold to Camping World where it is still the
powerhouse RV sales in the state. Richmond is also
known for its fossils. The Whitewater Gorge area is home
to all sorts of marine fossils; Bivalves, Brachiopods,
Bryozoa, Cephalopods, Corals, Crinoids, Gastropods, and
of course, Trilobites. The best partis, THEY ALLOW YOU
TO TAKE THEM!! In fact, fossil hunting is part of the
city's tourism campaign. You even get a little passport so
that you can document what you find. If you collect 5
different fossil types, you get a stamp in your passport.




Volume LIX Number 6 June 2, 2025
Continued from page 6

Collect your fossils at the following parks:
® Richmond Fossil Park located at 30 Bridge Ave. in Richmond,
IN 47374
e Whitewater River Valley Gorge Trail - Trailhead is located at
544 Test Rd, Richmond, IN 47374
e Fairfield Causeway Road located just west of Brookville Lake
in Brookville, IN

Take your finds to any of these locations for a stamp and a prize!
e Old National Road Welcome Center at 5701 National Road
Eastin Richmond, IN 47374
e Joseph Moore Museum at Earlham College at 801 National
Road West in Richmond, IN 47374
e Franklin County Indiana Welcome Center located at 813 Main St. in Brookville, IN 47012

Visit www.visitrichmond.org for more information and start hunting.

Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows

June 7-8, 2025 - Escondido, CA June 28-29, 2025 - Culver City, CA
Palomar Gem and Mineral Club Culver City Rock & Mineral Club

Contact: tonifloyd41615@gmail.com Contact: culvercityrocks35@gmail.com
Website: http://palomargem.org Website: https://culvercityrocks.org/fiesta/
June 14, 2025 - Bellflower, CA There are no rock shows listed for July.
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society

Website: https:// More information can be found on the CFMS
delversgemclub.wordpress.com/ website at cfmsinc.org

OMS Membership

Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member, $5
for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00.

OMS Online Contacts

Website oms-inc.org
Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2025 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated provided that credit
is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the individual author(s) must be contacted.
Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, or via club web site at

oms-inc.org.
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O.Box 106
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966.
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888.
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.

OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth
to guide the officers and members of the
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations
of the OMS include American Federation of
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of
Mineral Societies.
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