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Birthdays

Lynn Maxwell
December 4th

Renea Sutcliffe
December 15th

Anniversaries

Robert Bullock
December 9th

December 2025

December 1 at 7:00 pm -
Board Meeting in Wes
Lingerfelt's Garden

December 6 - RSVP to Kathy if
you are attending the Banquet.

There is NO regular general
meeting in December. See
you at the Banquet on
December 13th.

December 13 at 11:30 to 3:30
pm - Annual Meeting at the
Golden Corral in Santa Maria.

2104 S Bradley Rd
Unit A-1
Santa Maria, CA 93455

December 2, 2025

A\ A
Ore-Cutts

The Prez Box - December 2025

Dear Rock Club Members,

As the year draws to a close, |
want to take a moment to express
my heartfelt gratitude to each of you.
There are some dedicated standouts
who really helped make our club
what it is. | wish | could give out
award after award at our upcoming
banquet on December 13.

For example, Joe and Lisa
Azevedo are always there with
meeting treats and at board meetings, even while dealing
with current health issues (praying for you, Joe). | have
always been impressed by Tara Machin and her wonderful
newsletters. And think about what the highway would look
like without Wayne—not to mention that he is also
outstanding as our education chair. There are more people
to thank, but | will save some for the banquet.

Hope to see you all there, and thank you, everyone,
for your enthusiasm, commitment, and passion for rocks and
minerals. You have made this year a truly remarkable one.

From our engaging monthly meetings to our
fascinating field trips, your participation has brought our
club to life. Whether you are a long-time member or new to
the hobby, your energy and curiosity have helped create a
welcoming and supportive environment for all.

Thank you for sharing your knowledge, discoveries,
and friendship. This year's successes belong to all of us, and
| am excited to see what adventures next year will bring.
Wishing you and your families a joyful holiday season!

With appreciation,
Joe Goetz, President, Orcutt Mineral Society
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Obituary For Stan Ferguson

Born May 6th, 1944 in Brush, Colorado -
Passed October 2, 2025

“I'd like the memory of me to be a happy one.
I'd like to leave an afterglow of smiles when life is done.
I'd like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times and bright and sunny
days.

I'd like the tears of those who grieve to dry before the sun

Of happy memories that | leave when life is done.”

January 2026 November Displays

January 5 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt's
Garden

January 10 at 8:00 am -
Highway Clean-Up at the SE
corner of Highway 101 and
166. Breakfast to follow.

January 13 at 7:00 pm -
General Meeting at the Oasis
Senior Center.

Presentation: TBD

Display: Cool geology gifts you
received over the winter
holidays.

January Field Trip - TBD
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November Highway Clean-Up

By Wayne W. Mills, AAH Coordinator

On November 8th we had a great turnout for our bi-monthly highway clean-up. 10 of us
showed-up on a pleasant Saturday morning to pick-up the trash deposited in the last 2 months.
MANY thanks to: Wes and Marty Lingerfelt, Sally Griffith, Geary Sheffer, Joe Garcia and Tom
Gastineau, Steve and Lisa Siemsen, Joey Nichols, and Chris Pike who joined me for the effort.

After our amazing effort in September, the highway was much cleaner, and with all the help,
we got through in good time. After our efforts, most of us headed to the Mayor’s Place in Nipomo
for snacks. We found several unusual items during our clean-up, including: a motorcycle engine, a
car bumper (or fender, it was hard to tell the difference), a dead
owl, bungie cord, clothing, rolled-up throw rug, 2 tire weights,
universal level tool, and one large (locking) carabiner.

We wound up with about 10 bags of trash, and 2 bags of
cans and (plastic) bottles. | emptied about 4 trucker bombs to
add to our plastic bottle collection. | think only 1 passing
motorist tooted their appreciation for our work, but that is always
nice to hear.

At The Mayor's Place, all participants present got $10
each toward their meal courtesy of OMS. Wes brought a nice
clear calcite sphere as the day’s incentive price, and seemed
quite happy when his name was pulled from my hat as the
winner! Our next Highway Clean-up is scheduled for January 10,
2026. Wishing all the happiest of Holidays.

Many thanks to Tom Gastineau for the attached pictures.
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John Day Fossil Beds - National Monument

By Tara Machin

The Dol ,'/5"'{:\\}5 | "\__\k," ) o \\ ) On an extremely hot day in July, my

'{' [ =) ,.,‘,j;)...u ~ T \.-:“‘ husband and | decided to venture into

'\L e \ & . S "5:,'-’ . ,,-':' eastern Oregon to find the John Day Fossil
e } Ly m 2 ' § Beds National Monument. The temperature
% \:-3.:':.‘]’" ,,,7‘": ».,; o { - spiked at 118 degrees in Redding, CA, and it
Ny /_,7 1 4 \,- i :,.,. ;:: wasn't much cooler in Bend, OR. We filled up

}'{mm \k : - our gas tank and headed out.
\ h -~ .

A s ™ — As we have found in most of our travels,

'\ , /”"' i .'57’:1-“ Bt . . o
_‘_“-l_ ‘:,‘.‘::;1.‘- [Foirted i Unt) s \ = the National Park Service website is not the
N,/ Recmcad \ best at explaining how to get around the John
"‘J Day Fossil Beds. It is not one contiguous park,
O R E G O N but three smaller units. It is over 200 miles to
J = drive between all three. It's a bit much for a

single day, but doable. One thing to note is
that there are NO GAS STATIONS. | cannot
stress this enough. If we had not left on a full tank of gas, we would not have made it back to
civilization. Even the darling town of Fossil, OR, did not have a gas station. I'm not sure what the
locals do for fuel, but we were forced to purchase gas from a guy on a farm. That is your travel
PSA from me.

Aside from the gas-station woes, the national monument is amazing and absolutely worth
a trip. We first stopped at the Painted Hills Unit, about a two-hour drive from Bend. The Painted
Hills seem to be a nod to the Painted Desert in Arizona, just much smaller. The hills have many
colorful layers on display.

Red layers show ancient
soils formed in warm, wet
conditions. Yellow layers show
soils from drier climates. Black
layers indicate old plant
material, and the lighter
bentonite clay represents
volcanic ash that has been
chemically altered over time.
The layers in the hills show how climate, volcanic eruptions, and erosion have shaped the
landscape of eastern Oregon over 10 to 12 million years. Did you know about paleosols? These
are fossilized soils, and Oregon has some of the best in the world.

After we left the Painted Hills, we drove to Sheep Rock. Here we found the Thomas
Condon Paleontology Center, a museum and research facility. You can find fossils of early horses,
camels, dogs, giant rhinos, and many plant species. The animal fossil record here dates back 33

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5

million years. There is an entelodont skull on display
outside the museum. An entelodont is a type of pig
ancestor—really huge and rather scary-looking. These
ancient pigs roamed the earth between 37 and 20
million years ago. The museum is excellent, with many
fossils on display among hand-painted murals. There
is even an area where you can watch scientists working
on fossils. It was very similar to the La Brea Tar Pits in
Los Angeles,
except
instead of scientists preparing saber-toothed cats, they
are working on three-toed horses and rhino fossils.

Once you leave the Sheep Rock Unit, you will
have an opportunity to stop for snacks in the very cute
town of Fossil, OR. | don't recall seeing a restaurant, but
the local grocery store looked straight out of the 1900s
and was fully stocked. You then proceed to the Clarno
Unit, where you can see 40-million-year-old fossils
sticking out of the mountainsides. Tropical plant species
and animal fossils preserved in lava flows can be found
there—there are even fossils of flowers and insects. The
trail is good, and you can learn all about how fast-

moving lava flows and ash can quickly cover Upcoming Rock and Mineral
plants and animals, preserving them for future Shows
STUY.

Finally, we headed back to Bend for the
night, passing the Richardson Rock Ranch, which
is permanently closed. | guess you can still
purchase thunder eggs in the gift shop, but we

were hungry

January 17-18, 2026 - Exeter, CA
Tule Gem and Mineral Society
Contact: ebcalpoly@aol.com
Website: http://tulegem.com

. and still
3 m looking for February 28-March 1, 2026 - Vallejo, CA
¥ b X v i, ? gasoline. Vallejo Gem and Mineral Society

Allin all, it Contact: (707) 644-9764,
vgms01@yahoo.com

xj;zlerful trip. Website: http://vigems.com

| highly

recommend There are no local shows listed for
visiting this December.

national

monument. For more information please visit:

http://cfmsinc.org
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Faceting Equipment for Sale

For anyone wanting to take up faceting, here
Margaret Kolaczyk, past CFMS President, has
(90,64, 80), 8 laps, and all the binders, books
Here is a link to the Face-Ette website so that
Facetron Kit

Wes Lingerfelt has Margaret’s contact inform

is the chance to get a good machine!

one for sale. Itis a Facetron with 3 indexes
,and manuals.

you can see what a new one looks like.

ation if you are interested.

2026 Orcutt Mineral Society Officers

President

Wayne Mills

President Elect

Michelle LeWinter

Immediate Past President Joe Goetz
Secretary Joey Nichols
Treasurer Dave Lambert

2026 Orcutt Mineral Society B

oard Members

Renea Sutcliffe

Sally Griffith

Wes Lingerfelt

Robert Pottebaum

Liz Azevedo

Debbie Evans

OMS Membership

Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member,
$5 for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00.

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org
Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2025 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated
provided that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the
individual author(s) must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa

Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, or via club web site at



https://facetron.com/products/facetron-kit
http://oms-inc.org
mailto:info@oms-inc.org

Volume LIX Number 12 December 2, 2025

Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O.Box 106
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966.
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888.
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.

OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth
to guide the officers and members of the
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations
of the OMS include American Federation of
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of
Mineral Societies.
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