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SHOWTIME!!

Our 58th Annual Rainbow of Gems Show is here! Please check the schedules below and make plans
to show up on Wednesday and Thursday before the show, and the Monday after the show.

We need EVERYONE's help to make this show a good one. If you haven't already, please sign up to
volunteer for our show-related activities.

Address - Nipomo High School at 525 N. Thompson Ave.

Show Schedule

Wednesday - July 29 9:00 am -12:00 pm | Lay out spaces in the parking lot—Bring
tape, whisk brooms, and 100-foot tape
reels.

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm | Set up tents and speaker system

Thursday - July 30 ?:00am -12:00 pm  Clear the hall. Move in tables and
cases. Skirt tables.

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm  Set-up displays and check in dealers

5:30 pm Pizza dinner for all helpers, dealers,
demonstrators and exhibitors

Friday - July 31 10:00 am - 5:00 pm  Show opens at 10 am, closes at 5 pm.

Saturday - August 1 10:00 am - 5:00 pm  Show opens at 10 am, closes at 5 pm.

Sunday - August 2 10:00 am - 4:00 pm  Show opens at 10 am, closes at 4 pm
3:00 pm Treasure Chest Prize Drawing

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm  Inside dealers to be cleared and tables
to go back to storage

Monday - August 3 ?:00am -12:00 pm  Clean up high school parking lot




Volume LX Number 8

July 23,2026

Birthdays

Robyn Burgess
August 1

Sylvia Nasholm
August 9

Debbie Hood
August 10

Wes Lingerfelt
August 23

Debbie Evans
August 31

Tara Machin
August 31

Geary Sheffer
August 20

Who is Bringing
Snacks?

Robyn & Laura Burgess and Dave
Lambert are bringing Cookies

Photos courtesy of the members,
which in this issue include Kathy
Holst, Joey Nichols, Wayne Mills,
and Wes Lingerfelt. The poster
featured on page 8 was the
inspired creation of Tara Machin.
Please feel free to print copies of it
and post them before the show..
Please sign-up for more if you
can!

The Prez Box - August 2026

Wayne Mills, OMS President
Josiah Frias gave a great presentation on Jalama Beach at our
July meeting. Our presentation in August will be Sean Bass,
President of the San Luis Obispo Gem Club on Benitoite, our
State Gemstone, and one of the rarest minerals in the world.

Our Gem Show will be over on August 2, and | hope we have
many happy stories to tell about it. As far as | know, there are still
several positions to be filled, and much help needed before,
during, and after the show. Many thanks to folks who have
already volunteered for lay-out (Wednesday 29,) set-up
(Thursday 30,) Show time activities (Friday 31-August 2,) and
Clean-up on August 3. | am hoping to hear from 2 or three folks
with trucks to help haul our (94) tables back to Wes Wilson’s after
the Show Sunday night. At our just completed Succulent Show
(also at Nipomo High), the show was over on Sunday at 4:00 pm,
and by 6:00 pm, all of our 83 tables that we rented to CCCSS
had been cleaned off, loaded on a U-Haul Truck and deposited at
Wes Wilson’s by 6:00 pm. | am hoping we can approach that!

We had our bi-monthly Highway lean-up on July 11 at the
southeast corner of Highways 101/166 East at 8:00 AM. Many
thanks to the 7 folks who showed up for that: Wes and Marty L.,
Sally G., Joey N., Geary S. and Lisa S. joined me for that effort.

Refreshments for August are: Cookies, and will be brought by
Robyn and Lauren B, and Dave L. Please remember to bring a
display featuring rocks from The Benitoite Gem mine, or any cool
rocks of your choosing.

Wishing a Happy Summer to all, and wishing you great
rockhounding wherever you may go.

Wayne
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August 2026 Displays & Presentation, July Meeting

July 31 - August 2 Annual Show

August 3 at 9:00 am - Show
Clean-Up

Tentative August 3?? - 7:00 pm
Board Meeting in Wes
Lingerfelt's Garden

August 11 at 7:00 pm - General
Meeting at the Oasis Senior
Center.

Presentation: Benitoite by Sean
Bass, Prez of SLO club

The presentation was about Jalama Beach, by

Treasures you found at the
annual show.

September 206

September 7 at 7:00 pm -
Board Meeting in Wes
Lingerfelt's Garden

September 8 at 7:00 pm -
General Meeting at the Oasis
Senior Center.

Presentation: Gem Show Wrap
Up by Wes Lingerfelt
Displays: “What's in a Name?”
Rocks or minerals named after
places, people, or colors, with
origins explained.

September 12 at 8:00 am -
Highway Clean Up at the
southeast corner of Highway
101 and 166

September 19? - Tentative Field
Trip - TBD
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Show Sign-Ups, for pre & post show duties

Wednesday, July 29th

9:00 am to Noon - Parking Lot Set-Up

Tom Gastineau

Robyn Burgess

Wayne Mills

Dave Lambert

Allison Williams

OPEN

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm - Tent Set-Up and Sound System

Sally Griffith

Josiah Frias

Wes Lingerfelt

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Thursday, July 30th

8:00 am to 11:00 am - Show Set-Up

Wesly Wilson

Josiah Frias

Joe Goetz

Tom Gastineau

Steve Siemsen

Joe Garcia

Lisa Casillas-Siemsen

Dave Lambert

9:00 Michelle LeWinter

9:00 Sally Griffith

10:00 am to 1:00 pm Display Cases

Joe Goetz Sally Griffith
OPEN N/A
3:00 pm to 6:00 pm Pizza Dinner Helpers
Tom Gastineau Kathy Holst
Dave Lambert N/A
Sunday, August 2nd
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm Indoor Teardown
Tom Gastineau OPEN
Steve Siemsen OPEN
Lisa Casillas-Siemsen OPEN
OPEN OPEN
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm Load Showcases & Tables
OPEN OPEN
OPEN OPEN
OPEN OPEN
OPEN OPEN
Monday, August 3rd
9:00 am to Noon - Lot Clean Up and Sign Removal
OPEN OPEN
OPEN OPEN
OPEN OPEN
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Show Sign-Ups for duties during the show
Hospitality
Shift 10 - Noon Noon - 2 2 - 5 (2-4 on Sunday)
Friday, July 31st Sally Griffith OPEN Jeannie Beattie
OPEN OPEN Joey Nichols
Saturday, August 1st Sally Griffith OPEN Joey Nichols
Clara Roberts OPEN OPEN
Sunday, August 2nd Sally Griffith OPEN Sally Griffith
OPEN OPEN Joey Nichols
Kids Booth
Shift 10 - Noon Noon - 2 2 - 5 (2-4 on Sunday)
Friday, July 31st Tara Machin Jeannie Beattie Tara Machin
Lynn Maxwell Lynn Maxwell Lynn Maxwell
Saturday, August 1st Tara Machin Joe Azevedo Tara Machin
Lynn Maxwell Lisa Azevedo |Laura Kelsheimer
Sunday, August 2nd Tara Machin Joe Azevedo Tara Machin
Laura Kelsheimer| Lisa Azevedo OPEN
Treasure Chest
Shift 10 - Noon Noon - 2 2 - 5(2-3 on Sunday)
Friday, July 31st Wayne Mills Joe Goetz Jim Curriden
OPEN Doug Bradley OPEN
Saturday, August 1st Wayne Mills Joe Goetz Joe Garcia,
OPEN Doug Bradley Lynn Maxwell
Sunday, August 2nd Wayne Mills Joe Garcia, OPEN
OPEN OPEN N/A
Ambassador / Security
Shift 10am - 2pm 2 - 5 (2-3 on Sunday)
Friday, July 31st Clara Roberts Dave Lambert
Arielle Larson Doug Bradley
Tom Gastineau OPEN
Saturday, August 1st Parker LeWinter Dave Lambert
Joe Garcia, Doug Bradley
Tom Gastineau OPEN
Sunday, August 2nd Parker LeWinter Dave Lambert
Joe Garcia, OPEN
Clara Roberts OPEN
Greeters
Shift 10 - Noon Noon - 2 2 - 5 (2-3 on Sunday)
Friday, July 31st Doug Bradley Jim Curriden OPEN
OPEN OPEN OPEN
Saturday, August 1st | Doug Bradley Jim Curriden OPEN
OPEN OPEN OPEN
Sunday, August 2nd OPEN OPEN OPEN
OPEN OPEN OPEN 5
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Got Rocks? We've Got Bidders!

Silent Auction Donations Needed

We're excited to introduce a Silent Auction this year as another way to raise funds for
future club activities, educational programs, scholarships, equipment, and field trips.

Please consider donating one or more items. We're accepting raw or polished rocks,
gems, minerals, jewelry, lapidary equipment, rock books and magazines, fossils, and just
about anything related to our hobby.

Donations can be dropped off at the Silent Auction Booth on Thursday, July 30, from
10:00 a.m. to 6:00p.m.Please attach a label with a brief description (an estimated value
is appreciated but not required).

If that time doesn't work for you, or if you need to arrange another drop-off or pickup,
please contact Michelle LeWinter.

New Volunteer Opportunities: definitions

Show Ambassadors will walk throughout the show checking in with vendors, answering
questions from guests and vendors, and helping connect people with assistance when
needed, such as first aid or locating a lost family member.

Greeters will welcome visitors at each entrance by handing out free giveaway tickets and
show information pamphlets. Visitors love the chance to win a prize, and these tickets
also help us obtain a much more accurate attendance count, which is invaluable when
planning future shows.

Indoor Demonstrations Outdoor demonstrations
11:00-12:00 Jeannie Lingerfelt 11:00-12:00 Dave Lambert

12:30-1:30 Tom Gastineau 12:00-1:00 Wes Lingerfelt

2:00-3:00 Joe Goetz 1:30-2:30 Joey Nichols

3:30-4:30 Tom Gastineau ** 3:00-4:00 Wes Lingerfelt **
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OMS Hiway Clean-Up - July 2026

Wayne W. Mills, AAH Coordinator

Today we had a good turnout for our bi-monthly highway clean-up—seven of us showed-
up on a cool morning for the job. The highway was quite dirty partially because Caltrans
had recently mowed, and there were a lot of little pieces of paper and other things to pick
up. MANY thanks to: Wes and Marty Lingerfelt, Geary Sheffer, Lisa Siemsen, Sally
Griffith, and Joey Nichols who joined me for the effort.

The first section took Lisa and | about an hour and a half, but the second and third
sections took about 2.5 hours. After our efforts, six of us met at the Mayor’s Place in
Nipomo for snacks. Some of the items we found on this clean-up included: another dead
snake, 2 compact car bucket seats, 8 trucker bombs (Wayne), many plastic car parts, a
couple of torn-up lotto tickets, a flattened, 4-foot gutter folded in a “V”, over-flow tank,
rubber chair leg guard, and a slab of Italian Marble (Joey). Lisa Siemsen got her prize
from the May Clean-up-a beautiful pair of angel earrings, very appropriate and
appreciated by Lisa.

We wound up with about 8 bags of trash, and 2 bags of cans and (plastic) bottles. At The
Mayor’s Place, the 6 participants present got $10 each toward
their meal courtesy of OMS. Wes brought a nice pink dyed
geode slab for the winner of the
participation drawing. After Wes and
Sally turned down the prize, the third
name drawn from the Joey who
seemed
pleased with
her prize.
Again, Many
thanks to our
OMS
Highway
Heroes.
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Honoring member Wesley Wilson for work over and above!

| hope everyone remembers Wes Wilson,
our member who took it upon himself to
pressure wash ALL of our 94 tables, with a
little help from a few more members to just
move them when needed. (top right)

He has stepped up again, this time almost
singlehandedly and without being asked,
offered to clean our storage container (aka
the ‘Seatrain’) before it finds its way to its
new home. | believe | heard that he has
even offered to paint it also, and all just
because he saw it was needed, and knew
that he had the means and the ability to do
so, and selflessly got to work.

| don't know if we could ever adequately
thank him for this service over and above
the call, but | just want to ask everyone to
acknowledge the gift of his time and hard
work, and hope that he finds a nugget
bigger than he has ever imagined on his

next trip to the gold country.
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Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows

July 31, August 1-2, 2026 - Nipomo, CA
Orcutt Mineral Society's Rock & Gem Show
Nipomo High School, 525 North Thompson
Avenue, Nipomo, CA 93444

Hours: Fri & Sat, 10am - 5pm; Sun, 10am - 4pm
Contact: nipomocowgirl55@yahoo.com
805-929-2783 oms-org.net

August15-16 Tehachapi, CA

Tehachapi Senior Center,

500 East F Street, Tehachapi, CA 93561
Tehachapi Valley Gem and Mineral Society
and Jewelry Show.

Hours: Sat 9am - 5pm; Sun 9am - 4pm
Contact: travis462@outlook.com

Website: tvgms.net

August 22-23, 2026 - Escondido, CA
Palomar Gem and Mineral Club

California Center for the Arts, The Museum 340
N. Escondido Blvd., Escondido, CA Hours:
Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM - 4 PM
Contact: tonifloyd41615@gmail.com
Website: http://palomargem.org

September 18-20, 2026 CFMS Show Reno,
NV Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 4590
South Virginia Street, Reno, Nevada 89502
Reno Gem and Mineral Society

Hours: Fri & Sat 9 AM - 5 PM, Sun 9 AM - 4 PM
The 2026 Show is especially significant as it is
being held in conjunction with the CFMS.
Contact: (626) 260-7239
showdirector@renogemandmineralsociety.org
Website: renogms.org

More info: http://cfmsinc.org

September 19-20, ‘26 Monterey Fairgrounds
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Hours: Sat & Sun 10 AM -5 PM

Contact: (831) 679-2896,
johnandjamiesmama@yahoo.com

Website: http://cvgms.rocks

September 26-27, 2026 - Alex Madonna
Expo Center 120 Madonna Rd, SLO, CA

San Luis Obispo Gem and Mineral Club
Contact: 2025show@slogem.org

Website: slogem.org/gems-by-the-sea/flyer

OMS Membership

Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member,
$5 for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00.

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org
Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2026 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated
provided that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the
individual author(s) must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa

Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, or via club web site at
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O.Box 106
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966.
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888.
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.

OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth
to guide the officers and members of the
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations
of the OMS include American Federation of
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of
Mineral Societies.
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