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Birthdays

Doug Bradley
April 10th

Kim Noyes
April 15th

Michelle LeWinter
April 27th

Anniversaries

John & Elaine Von Achen
April 24th

Who’s Bringing
Snacks?

April 14 treats (cookies) will be
furnished by the Azivedos, and
Robyn and Laura Burgess

A’A

March 29, 2026

Ore-Cutts

The Prez Box - April 2026

Wayne W. Mills,
OMS President

Our March meeting was fun
too! We had a good crowd—
about 28 members and 7
guests, We got through our
agenda items pretty quickly,
ending with welcoming Toto as
an honorary (4-legged)
member of OMS. Our Show
and Tell session of Self-
Collected California and Local
rocks out worked well too as several folks contributed nice
displays, and had some fun rocks from them to talk about.

Our desserts were cakes furnished by the Azevedos, Josia
Frias, and Sally Griffith. Thanks for the goodies! Renea had
some nice gifts for our opportunity table, but managed not
to pick one of my tickets again! Her 20 prizes DID make
several other folks happy though.

Our April meeting should be enjoyable, as Joe Goetz will
present on Lapidary Arts. Ergo, our display for the month
will be examples of Lapidary Arts (or anything). How many
Lapidary Arts can you think of? (Lapidary Arts are defined as
the shaping rocks and minerals into things of beauty. On
the spur of the moment here are some | came up with:
(many of which are taught at our Earth Science Summer
Camp Paradise!)-Beading, Cabachon making, faceting, rock
carving, sphere making, slab-polishing, silversmithing,
tumbling, and wire-wrap. Let me know what | missed, | would
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April 2026

April 6 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt's
Garden

April 11 at 8:00am - No
Highway Clean-up on even
months.

April 14 at 7:00 pm - General
Meeting at the Oasis Senior
Center.

Lapidary Arts by Joe Goetz

Display: TBD

April Field Trip - TBD
(More info at the meeting)

May 4 at 7:00 pm - Board
Meeting in Wes Lingerfelt's
Garden

May 9 at 8:00am - Highway
166 Clean-up.

May 12 at 7:00 pm - General
Meeting at the Oasis Senior
Center.

Jade by Karl
Display: TBD

May Field Trip - TBD

The Prez Box - cont’d

also add plain old “Rock Arts” which can include Suiseki
(viewing stones), Japanese rock gardens (raked sand and
carefully placed rocks), and cairn building (rock stacking) as
worthy alternates.

Please remember that the Santa Lucia Club will have their
Annual Show at Colony Park in Atascadero on April 25-26, and |
will have a booth there as The “Roc Doc”. Stop by and say “Hi”!
Wayne W. Mills, OMS President

See you at our April 14 General Meeting

March meeting displays

L-R Wayne, Michelle, Wes, Dave, & Josiah mixing at meeting.

Fossil assortment from
Michelle, and a few of Josiah's
finds from Jalama Beach.
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February’s Displays & Sharing (cont’d)

WAYNE MILLS - | brought three of my favorite self-collected rocks for our February meeting.

STAR ROCK In 1972, after dating a young lady for about a year, | took her on a field trip with
Southern California Paleontology Society to Ocotillo in San Diego County. Rocks exposed here are
from the Pliocene age (about 3 million years ago) Imperial Formation. When we arrived, | told her
that what we were looking for a fossil sea biscuit called a Clypeaster bowersii, and that if she found
one, | just might marry her. After about four hours of looking, she spotted about an inch or rounded
corner of something poking out of a vertical cut bank a little more than waist high. “Please get that
out for me” she said. So | took one whack with a chisel and my rock hammer, and a piece of cap
rock popped off revealing an intact sea biscuit bottom. “Do you know what you have done” | asked
her. “l think so” she replied. The field trip leader said that her Clypeaster was one of the best that
had been found in that location, About a year later, we were married. 21 and a half years later, she
said that she wanted a divorce, but that | “could keep the Clypeaster, because you earned it”.

WEED ROCK i joined OMS in 1994, after living on the Central Coast for about 14 years. A few
weeks after | joined, Wes Lingerfelt invited me to hike with him in the creek behind Adobe Plaza in
Nipomo. We hiked in both directions, and he would occasionally pick up a piece of chalcedony with
radiating lines in it and a few times he would give me one calling it Sagenite agate. Apparently, the
rock solidifies in the cavities in the basalt that forms hills to the east of Nipomo. A week or so after
my outing with Wes, | went in the creek alone. A few hundred feet north of my entry point, | saw
something sticking out of the sand. When | removed it, it looked like some of the rocks Wes had
shown me, only bigger, and it had white bubbles (botryoidal chalcedony) on the surface. It was about
1/8 of a sphere, and 2.5 inches on a side. When | showed it to Wes, he said “that is one of the better
ones that has been found here.”

AQUAMARINES When | retired from Caltrans in 2009, | decided to take a trip that one of our long-
time member’s (Jan Ferguson’s) Mother and Father had taken about the time | joined the club in
1994, | traveled with the Mineral Curator for the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History

and 14 other folks to the Minas Gerais Province of Brazil. (A link to a You Tube video of this trip

oY
)

Clypeaster bowersii
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February’s Displays & Sharing (cont’d)

appears on the OMS Website as: “Mineral Meanders in Minas”. We visited about 7 mines in 8 cities
in 14 days, and finished at the big gem show in Teofilo Otoni, Brazil. One of the mines we visited
was an alluvial deposit of aquamarines in the Mariambia Valley, one of the best locations for
Aquamarines in Brazil. Luckily, | was the first to be chosen to try my hand at sifting aquamarines out
of the alluvium. In fairly short order, | found 9 blue aquas about % of an inch long, and one clear one
about 3 inches long. As we were leaving, | was offered the blue ones for $10 each. When |
hesitated, Tony our leader said “get them and you can sell them for $15 each on the bus!” So | did,
and no one wanted any of them. When | got them home | asked Ron, one of our faceters how to tell
which ones to facet. He said “polish the end terminations and pick the clearest ones”. So | picked
out the two best ones and for $75, Ron faceted them both. When he gave them back to me they
were 3.5 and 4.5 carats and they would sell for about $150 per carat! THAT made me quite happy.

March Hiway Clean Up

OMS Highway Crew “Our Business is picking up (literally)!”

Wayne Mills, Adopt-A-Highway Chair

Our March Highway Clean-up effort was well attended under lovely, sunny conditions. We had a
great turn-out (12 folks), and the highway was relatively clean. Caltans had recently cut the grass
on the west-bound side, leaving little pieces of this and that, but not much large stuff on that side.
Many thanks to the folks who showed-up for the effort. These included Wes and Marty Lingerfelt,
Steve and Lisa Siemsen, Geary Sheffer, Joe Azevedo and his Cousin Angel, Michelle Le Winter,
Sally Griffith, Mark Krist and yours truly.

We found a few interesting things, including:$.36 (Wes), a heart-shaped pillow, and a Mexican
Baseball cap (Lisa), a screwdriver with 1” of blade and shaft sticking out of the handle (Sally), 2
dead snakes, and a carpet knife (Joe). All along the route, flowers were starting to bloom, and the
sky was sunny and temperatures still cool at 8-9 AM while we were on the job.

After our clean-up, we went to the Mayor’s Place in Nipomo for treats. A lovely young girl named
Penelope drew the winner of Wes’s incentive prize (a cool specimen of pyrite in a display holder),

and the winner was Michelle! Thanks again to all who participated.




Volume LX Number 4 March 29, 2026

February and March General Meeting Minutes

Orcutt Mineral Society General Meeting — Feb. 10, 2026

Oasis Senior Center, Orcutt

Called to Order: at 7:00 P.M. by President Wayne Mills
Invocation: Cary Holst
Pledge of Allegiance: Wayne Mills

Members Present: 23 Guests: 3

Minutes:

Treasurer’s Report: Tom Gastineau for Dave Lambert: Dues are due by March meeting. $24/individual $34/couple. $10/
badge. We will be making a payment to the City of Santa Maria to reserve Rotary Park for our June picnic.
Correspondence: 1) Invitation from Ventura Gem & Mineral Society for upcoming show; 2) Tax documents for 2025; 3)
Thank you card from Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center for donation for K-12 Geology education.

Committee Reports:

1. Bulletin-Tara February Bulletin was published. Need new Bulletin Editor after March 1, 2026. Corrections to be made
to list of annual awards recipients as follows: Golden Bear Award: Tara Machin, Member of the
Year: Michelle Le Winter, Rockhound of the Year: Robert Pottebaum.
. CFMS/AFMS - No report.
. Membership - Dues must be paid by March meeting to be included in Red Book.
. Field Trip- No formal field trip this month.
. Adopt-a-Highway - Next Highway cleanup is Saturday March 14, from 8am-10am. Members meet at the Mayor’s Place
restaurant after the clean-up.
. Annual Awards Banquet- Kathy will continue coordinating the Awards Banquet, which will be at the Golden Corral
again this year.
7. Education- No report.
8. Library- Library books can be brought to the Dunes Center anytime this week.
9. Sunshine- Dave Lambert is recovering well from surgery. Jeannie Lingerfelt is having surgery on February 25.
10. Scholarships- Allan Hancock College has recommended 2 Earth Science students for the OMS scholarship.
11. Show (2025) — Our application was accepted by New Tech High School for July 31 through August 2, 2026. Kim Noyes
will be providing security again this year.
12. Annual Pichic—The OMS annual picnic will be held on Saturday, June 13 from 11:00 PM — 3:00 PM at Rotary Park in
Santa Maria.

ahrwWN

]

Old Business: None

New Business: Santa Lucia show is at Colony Park on April 25-26, 2026. Wayne will be their “Roc Doc again this year.
Peter Dettilis shared information about working with Oasis Center on their new complex, and about a field trip opportunity to
see a new mineral exhibit at LA County Museum of Natural History.

Program: 4 members, Joey Nichols, Joe Goetz, Wes Lingerfelt and Wayne Mills, each shared about 3 favorite self-
collected rocks. Display: Rocks members found themselves.

Display: Rocks members found themselves.
Adjourned: 8:45 PM

Submitted by Joey Nichols
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February General Meeting Minutes, Addenda

Feb 10 2026 Presentation to OMS meeting by member Peter Dettelis:

Long Beach Mineral and Gem Society Visit: On Monday, 2/9/2026, the day prior to the OMS
meeting, OMS member Peter Dettelis made a visit to the Long Beach Mineral and Gem Society
(LBGMS), at the Long Beach Senior Center, where they held their February monthly meeting and
toured their Lapidary Workshop. Their meetings and membership type and numbers are similar to
the Orcutt Mineral Society, with an annual, quality show, Gems on the Hill, during the Fall, at the
Signal Hill library, which Peter attended this past October. There was an interesting meeting
presentation on petrified wood with outstanding examples by Charles Walker, who was also a
dealer at the OMS annual Rainbow of Gems show.

Unearthed, Raw Beauty Exhibit: The LBMGS president, Carol Taylor, who is also the field trip
coordinator, extended an offer to members of the Orcutt Mineral Society to join them on a field trip
Saturday, 2/21/2026, to the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles "Unearthed, Raw Beauty"
exhibit, at their special rate with the museum, which is in the Los Angeles Exposition Park. It is a
one-of-a-kind, multimillion dollar exhibit, featuring some of the largest and rarest mineral and gem
specimens ever to be displayed in their natural form, unprocessed, not normally seen, with some
being displayed for the first time. At a prior OMS meeting, Peter briefed this exhibit, which appears
similar in format to the first rare earth mineral and gem exhibition, held at the Santa Barbara
Museum of Natural History three years ago, in a first-of-its kind exhibit. It presents minerals as fine
art, with many fragile crystal pieces on display from private collections, so a similar show is unlikely
to happen in the future. The exhibit is open now through 4/17/2027, so there is still time to see it.
This museum now offers free entry to specially listed individuals, such as California PreK-12
credentialed teachers, retired military, EBT card holders, etc. For those interested in seeing this
incredible exhibit, which Peter will attend in the future, he has additional details to share.

Lapidary Workshop: After the LBGMS meeting, Peter toured the group's lapidary workshop, which
is sectioned off from the main meeting area, in the same large room, on the second floor of the
Long Beach Senior Center. There are 10 workstations of various lapidary equipment, which Peter
took pictures of and is obtaining additional details, that will be helpful in establishing a permanent
OMS lapidary workshop. Peter showed the OMS lapidary workshop requirements, generated with
the help of Joe Goetz and Robert Pottebaum, and submitted to the OASIS Executive Director for
consideration in the new OASIS Building that is planned to be built next to the new Orcutt Library.
There have been several articles in the news recently about this partnership, and it was mentioned
by the OASIS Executive Director at the OMS October 2025 meeting.

Signal Hill Library Visit: Earlier that day, with the Signal Hill City Librarian, Peter toured the Signal Hill
Library, made many observations with notes of lessons learned, and took many pictures to present
to the Orcutt Library building team, including OASIS. The Signal Hill park, based on a Master Plan,
has a library with community center, similar in size and layout to what is planned for Orcutt.
According to the Master Plan, the old community center, currently in use as a youth activities center,
will be replaced by a new facility. Currently, an outdoor amphitheater is being built and is expected
to be open by October of this year. A review of this arrangement at Signal Hill park, with lessons
learned, will be helpful with Orcutt's efforts to build new permanent facilities, including the hope
they will incorporate a lapidary workshop, run by OMS for the community, in accordance with the
submitted requirements, in either the new OASIS building or new library. The Signal Hill library is a
beautiful, modern, 14,000 sqft. facility opened in 2019, that incorporates well-planned indoor space,
and multiuse outdoor space with a first floor curved patio for concerts and shows, and an
outstanding second floor, wrap-around covered patio, where various organizations conduct exhibits
and shows, such as the LBGMS Gems on the Hill show. Stay tuned for more progress and
information.
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Famous Geology in Lompoc, CA

By Tara D. Machin

| was recently doing some research on marine biology and stumbled across an interesting
geologic fact about Lompoc, California. Did you know that some of the largest deposits of
diatomaceous earth in the world are in Lompoc? | sure didn't.

Diatoms themselves are fascinating. These are tiny algae that live in the ocean. They are
silica-based and form the base of many oceanic food webs. It is estimated that there are over 2
million species of diatoms in the oceans. They serve as food for plankton, snails, and many other
marine species. Scientists believe that 20-50% of the oxygen we breathe is generated through
photosynthesis by diatoms.

Ancient diatoms first appeared on Earth around 150-200 million years ago. Their tiny
bodies accumulated on the seafloor as they died, eventually forming thick layers of sediment over
millions of years. These deposits compacted into diatomite (also known as diatomaceous earth).
Remarkably, roughly 25% of the Earth'’s crust is made from similar deposits. A famous example is in
Dover, England: the white cliffs of Dover are made of fossilized diatoms. Less well known are the
white cliffs of Lompoc, which are composed of similar fossil deposits.

The white, chalky rock was first mined in Lompoc around 1893. Early miners were unsure
how to use it, but one of the first applications of diatomaceous earth was as a stabilizer in
dynamite sticks, helping make nitroglycerin safer to transport. After that, the Lompoc mine
became a hub of activity. In an effort to diversify, miners explored additional uses for the fossil
deposits in their mines.

Today, most of us use diatomaceous earth in our everyday lives, though these applications
are far less dramatic than dynamite. It is used in toothpaste, kitty litter, pool filters, wine and beer
filtration, and insulation in fireproof safes. It can also serve as a pest control agent, as its abrasive
particles damage the exoskeletons of insects. The United States mines roughly 880,000 metric
tons each year, with approximately 400,000-500,000 metric tons coming from Lompoc. The
Lompoc deposits are among the largest and purest diatomite in the world. That must make them
the best!

g TLLLL L1
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(image credit: Motic Microscopes)
Post Note: The Lompoc mine, owned by Imerys Minerals (formerly Johns-Manville Mines),
operated the last electric narrow-gauge railway in California. It was used at least into the 1920s,
though some evidence suggests it may have operated into the 1950s. Here is a cool website to
check out. https://www.americanindustrialmining.com/johns-manville-lompoc-california-narrow-

gauge-railway
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OMS Meeting Notes - March 10, 2026

7:05 pm Called to Order by Wayne Mills
Invocation by Debbie Hood
Pledge of Allegiance by Mary Hossini

Members: 28 members / 7 guests

Correspondence: Mechanics Bank Bank statement was delivered. Department of Justice gave us an OK to run the
raffle, Parks and Recreation approved our BBQ on June 13th.

Board Minutes: Will need to be put into the newsletter in the future.

Treasurer Report: Insurance was filled out for the BBQ and the Gem Show. Dues were turned in, some expenses were
taken care of. New members are encouraged to pay their dues as soon as possible.

Committee Reports:

1. Bulletin - The bulletin is out and most people got it OK. Thank you for Tom for doing the newsletter.

2. CFMS - AFMS - There will be a new Southern Californian summer camp. There is no more Camp Zyzzx. Wes was
supposed to provide a questionnaire for the new camp. More information to follow. Camp Paradise is already
taking registration forms. The forms are on the CFMS website. Look up CFMS at cfmsinc.org and AFMS at
amfed.org

3. Membership - Debbie E and Sally G are still working on the Red Book. It should be out by April. Dues for the year
are due TODAY.

4. Field Trips - Dave L - A couple of shows coming up nearby. Check the CFMS website for those shows. No other
field trips are planned.

5. Adopt a Highway - This Saturday. Meet at 8:00 am at the SE corner of Highway 101 and 166. Lunch at the Mayor’s
Place in Nipomo after the clean up

6. Annual Awards Banquet - No updates
7. Education - Wayne will be Rock Doc at the SLO Gem Show on April 25 and 26.

8. Library - Bookshelves are up at the Dune Center and we are ready to receive books from OMS storage. The list of
books is on our OMS website at oms-inc.org.

9. Sunshine - Dave L and Jeannie L. are both doing well.

10. Scholarship - Reached out to AHC and there is one student that is a scholarship prospect. Kathy would also like to
reach out to local high schools. Any help would be greatly appreciated.

11. Show - New show dates are July 30 - August 2 - Postcards are approved and Tara will order 2000 by the end of the
week to mail to Renea. Kim Koyes will still do security. The insurance is 30 days out for the BBQ and the Show,
but is in progress.

Old Business: We had a small kerfuffle in February over Tom’s dog, Toto. We were misinformed that the Oasis enter
required ADA Certification for dogs at the Oasis. That policy was clarified by the Executive Director as applying to normal
operating hours (9-5). Organizations operating after those hours make their own policies. We normally discourage pets
at our meetings, but Toto has been on our highway clean-ups and Board meetings without incident for the last 2 years.
This was Tom’s wife’s emotional support dog, and now | believe Tom and Toto are mutual support animals. The Board
agreed to make Toto an honorary 4-legged member of OMS.

New Business: Tom G. Is doing the newsletter. Yeah Tom! Our BBQ will be on June 13th at Rotary Park in Santa
Maria. Wayne got in trouble for not putting the chairs, flag, and podium away at the last meeting. Please help put
everything away for future meetings.

Program: Tonight will be favorite self collected rock from California

Upcoming Programs:

April - Joe G. Lapidary arts

May - Jade presentation from Karl
June - BBQ

July - Josiah will do Jalama Beach
August - Open

September - Show Wrap Up

October - Fluorite by Michelle LeWinter.
November - Open

December - Annual Meting

Refreshments: Cake was provided by the Azevedos, J. Frias and Sally Griffith
Door Prizes: by Renea
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm


http://cfmsinc.org/
http://amfed.org/
http://oms-inc.org/
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Upcoming Rock and Mineral Shows

April 11-12, 2026 — Mariposa, CA
Mariposa Gem and Mineral Club
Contact: mgmc@sti.net

Website: http://mariposagemclub.org

April 11-12, 2026 - Placerville, CA
El Dorado County Mineral and Gem
Society

Contact: (530) 676-2472,
office@edcmgs.org

Website: http://edcmgs.org

April 18-19, 2026 — Thousand Oaks, CA
Conejo Gem and Mineral Club

Borchard Community Center

Website: www.CGAMC.org

April 25-26, 2026 — Atascadero, CA
Santa Lucia Rockhounds

Contact: slrockhounds@gmail.com
Website: http://www.slrockhounds.org/

May 1-2, 2026 - Yucaipa, CA

Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Adams Street and Yucaipa Boulevard
Hours: Friday 12 Noon - 9 PM, Saturday 6
PM -10 PM

May 1-3, 2026 - Vista, CA
Vista Gem and Mineral Society
Contact: info@vistarocks.org
Website: vistarocks.org

May 9, 2026 - Roseville, CA
Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral
Society

Contact: irocksac@gmail.com (916)
798-0235

Website: rockrollers.com

For more information please visit:
http://cfmsinc.org

OMS Membership

Membership is $24.00 for Individual, $34.00 per couple, $5.00 Each Additional Family Member,
$5 for Juniors under age of 18. One time initiation fee for new members is $10.00.

OMS Online Contacts
Website oms-inc.org
Email info@oms-inc.org

Copyright 2026 Orcutt Mineral Society. Material in this newsletter may be duplicated
provided that credit is given this publication and the author(s). For commercial use, the
individual author(s) must be contacted. Editor may be contacted c/o OMS, P.O. Box 106, Santa
Maria, Ca. 93456-0106, or via club web site at oms-inc.org.
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Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc.
P.O.Box 106
Santa Maria, CA 93456-0106

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The ORE-CUTTS (named after William Orcutt) was first published in 1966.
Member Helen Azevedo was the first editor. The Orcutt Mineral Society was founded in
1958, and was also named after Orcutt who was a geologist and civil engineer who
worked in the Santa Maria Valley as a District Manager for Union Oil Company in 1888.
In 1889, William Orcutt discovered the mineral and fossil wealth of the La Brea Tar Pits
on the property of Captain Alan Hancock in Los Angeles. The La Brea Tar Pits are one of
the most significant fossil finds in paleontological history.

OMS is a non-profit organization dedicated to stimulating an interest in the earth
sciences. The club offers educational programs, field trips, scholarships, and other
opportunities for families and individuals to pursue an interest in the collecting and
treatment of lapidary materials, fossils, gems, minerals, and other facets of the Earth
Sciences. In addition, another goal of this Society is to promote good fellowship and
proper ethics in pursuit of the Society’s endeavors. Operating Rules have been set forth
to guide the officers and members of the
Society in accomplishing these aims. Affiliations
of the OMS include American Federation of
Mineral Societies, and California Federation of
Mineral Societies.
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